 TOWN OF GIBRALTAR

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2007

3496 COUNTY F

FISH CREEK WI 54212

7:00 P.M.

Call to Order:  Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present:  Board members present were Merrell Runquist, Dick Skare, Jim Jauquet, and Brian Merkel.  Myrv Somerhalder was excused absent.  

Approval of Minutes:  It was moved by Jauquet and seconded by Merkel to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Parks and Lands:  Kinsey-Jauquet reported the trail on the east side of Fish Creek Park has been brushed.  The gazebo plans were re-submitted to the County and the permit has been received.  Solution to Sailor Sam’s wall is being worked on.  Stone work at Clark Park and Sunset Beach is being checked into.  Summer projects are being considered, such as moving the small tree for the gazebo placement.  

Ordinances:  Kellner had nothing to report on ordinances.  Beth Hagen thanked the Gibraltar Community and Town Board for the lovely flowers when her father passed away. 

First Responders:  Jon Stahl reported there were 4 calls this past month.  Blood Borne Pathogen training was completed last night. Chris Miller and Jon Stahl attended the EMT convention this past month.  First Responder Crew Chief meeting was held yesterday at Sturgeon Bay with Ward Merkel and Jon Stahl attending.  Dick Burress will be writing for a grant to help defray the cost of the new defibs that are required.  Purchasing the new ones outright would cost $3,400 each.  Stahl stated the Town must be 100% compliant regarding the NIMS (National Incident Management System) program to receive this grant.  

Airport:  Runquist reported there will be a joint meeting between Ephraim and Gibraltar regarding finalizing the building of the storage building on February 22nd.  

Dock:  Brian Merkel had nothing to report other than the electric pedestals need to be purchased and installed prior to the season.  The Harbor Commission continues to work with the DNR regarding the renovation of the Dockhouse.  

Fire Department:  Dan Stahl reported there were 9 calls this past month.  A joint fire meeting was held a Gibraltar School to familiarize the fire personnel with the facility.  Stahl and Weborg have inspected one hangar to date and would like to attend the next airport meeting regarding the hangar inspections.  

Building Committee:  Skare reported furnishings have been ordered and the building progress is moving along.  The Town Office has moved into the new office with the Information Center moving temporarily into the meeting room after Winter Games.  An Open House will need to be schedule for when more people return during the spring.  

Noble House:  No report at this time. 

Watershed:  No report at this time.  

Plan Commission:  Birmingham reported the Plan Commission began reconsideration of the proposed Historic Character Preservation Ordinance.  Comprehensive Plan implementation goals will be presented tonight.  Birmingham mentioned a Wisconsin Historical Society workshop being offered March 10th.  The clerk will forward this information to interested persons.  

Law Enforcement:  Merkel had nothing to report, as it’s been very quiet. 

Chair/County Board Report:  Runquist reported the County is working on its Smart Growth Plan with the deadline for adoption in the fall of 2008.  Tom Birmingham is Gibraltar’s delegate for the County’s plan committee.  The County continues to study the formation of an amalgamation of the Social Services part of the County.   The County’s psychiatrist has saved the cost of her salary with the diversion of 41 patients from inpatient services in one year.  Runquist reported that work on the Town roads will be starting this spring and reminded the audience to send their road concerns to the Town Office as soon as possible.  

AGENDA ITEMS:

Fire Station Plaque:  Zeise Construction and Dimension IV received the 2006 Build Wisconsin Award for construction of the Gibraltar Fire Station.  They had a plaque made for the Town of Gibraltar for this award with Ed Davison’s name on it, as he was the Town liaison on this project.  Runquist presented this plaque to Dan Stahl, fire chief.

Special Event Request – Civic Association – Fireworks for Saturday, July 7th:  The Fish Creek Civic Association is requesting permission for fireworks on Saturday, July 7th with a rain date of Sunday July 8th from Noon to 10:00 p.m. at Clark Park.  Beer license is also applied for this event.  It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Jauquet to approve the Temporary Class B Beer license for July 7 through July 8, 2007.  Motion carried unanimously.  It was moved by Jauquet and seconded by Skare to approve the fireworks permit with a dumpster at the Town Hall; two tents erected in Clark Park, two parking spaces are to be reserved on Saturday for supplies, five portables temporarily placed behind the Town Hall, and one or two barges at the middle ramp with security, three security officers, banners to be displayed, Coast Guard and DNR contacted regarding their involvement.  Insurance requirements are the same as last year along with the planning committee.  Alcohol is to be served from noon to 9 p.m., food and music to 10 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.   Use of park extended until 11 p.m.

Lodging Tax:  


Ordinance:  Runquist explained that Attorney Nesbitt would draft the intergovernmental agreement for review by the involved municipalities on the 28th of the month.  It was moved by Skare and seconded by Merkel to adopt Ordinance Number 2007-01 regarding the Collection of Tax for Overnight Lodging.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Petition for Zoning Amendment – Text:  This proposed text amendment is to add; “When the homeowner owns the site, the attached structure may be increased to 20 percent of the floor area of the manufactured home” regarding manufactured home parks.  The Gibraltar Plan Commission did not support this proposed text amendment as it was felt the Town of Liberty Grove should adopt an overlay as this is particular to Liberty Grove, not the Town of Gibraltar.  It was moved by Jauquet and seconded by Merkel to send a letter not supporting this text amendment.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Plan Commission Request for Town Board to Review Proposed Lighting Ordinance:  Linda Merline, representing the Gibraltar Plan Commission read the Comprehensive Plans objectives and Recommended Policies establish the need for the Lighting Ordinance.  Merline presented the proposed Lighting Ordinance to the Town Board.  Items discussed included the following:  


Light Trespass


Who enforces these recommended policies  (County overlay or Town)


Full cutoff and fully shielded


Decorative lighting (neon lighting)


Low watt light (Christmas lights) being recommended


American flag lighting 


Architectural lighting such as the Noble House


Pole height not being regulated


Prohibit mercury vapor lights


Lights on Highways – It has not been determined if this ordinance covers this.


Traffic lighting – It has not been determined if this ordinance covers this.


Flood lights/Spot lights


Grandfathering verses bringing everyone into compliance within five years.

Merline stated that the Plan Commission requests that the Town Board review this ordinance. Runquist will check with the County regarding enforcement of this proposed ordinance.  It was moved by Skare and seconded by Jauquet to refer this ordinance to the Town attorney.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Request of Gibraltar Historical Association for Use of Fish Creek Park:  The Gibraltar Historical Association is requesting permission to hold the educational presentation of the 1800’s Living History Weekend on July 18 and 29 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  It was moved by Runquist and seconded by Skare to approve this event.  Motion carried unanimously.  Same restrictions apply as two years ago on care of campfires.

2007 Implementation Goals for Gibraltar’s Comprehensive Plan:  Tom Birmingham presented the Gibraltar Plan Commission’s implementation goals for 2007 
· Adoption of the historic character preservation ordinance

· Continued study of wetlands protection

· Reevaluate designated areas as possible natural areas

· Develop best practices for ground and surface water protection

· Continued study of sanitary district merger

· Professional recommendation for a storm water plan and budget 

· Continued development of the official town map

· Increase study participation on affordable housing

· Concentrate on workforce housing

· Continued study on the bike route

· Develop land use best practices pamphlet for distribution at the town office

· Town Board adoption of lighting ordinance
It was moved by Skare and seconded by Jauquet to approve the 2007 implementation plan.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Proposed Wording for Community Center Signs:  Discussion was held regarding the wording for the sign at the Community Center.  It was moved by Skare and seconded by Merkel to approve the wording of the sign as proposed.  Motion carried unanimously.  
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Increase Price of State Building Permit Seals:  The state seals that are required for each new home building permit are now being sold to us at $26 with a $3 handling charge.  We are presently charging $25 for these seals and Independent Inspections would like a formal adoption of an increase in price.  It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Jauquet to increase the state seal charge to $35 to match the other communities.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Payment of the Bills:  It was moved by Jauquet and seconded by Skare to approve payment of the Town bills and also the Community Center addition bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Adjourn:  It was moved by Skare and seconded by Merkel to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kellner, 

Clerk-Treasurer

