TOWN OF GIBRALTAR PLAN COMMISSION 

TUESDAY, JULY 29, 2008

7:00 P.M.

GIBRALTAR TOWN CENTER

Call to order:  The special meeting of the Gibraltar Plan Commission was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Tom Birmingham, chairman.

Members present:  Tom Birmingham, David Boyd, Linda Merline, Andy Coulson and Jim Jauquet.

Members absent:  None





Fish Creek Motel LLC landscaping plan for restoration within town right-of-way:  

Tom Birmingham stated that at the time of tabling the Fish Creek Motel was directed to show the following in the new landscape plan:  street parking, road, stormwater drain and updated architectural drawings.  The landscaping plan is the only issue on the agenda.

Bob Martin representing the Fish Creek Motel LLC showed the updated landscaping plan and architectural drawings.   The west elevation showed only windows; the floor plan showed bay windows but no doors.  Mr. Martin stated the distance from the white stripe to the edge of the building was 29’.  There is room for 6 parallel parking stalls, each measure 18’ x 9’.  The parking stall dimension came from county zoning.  

Tom Birmingham recommended a hard surface on the east side of the parallel parking spaces. A reduction in landscaping would allow a sidewalk and curbing.   Bob Martin stated Fish Creek Motel LLC would maintain the landscaped area in perpetuity.  Mr. Martin added that he had suggested a watering system to Jim Schneider. The landscape plantings appeared complex leaning more toward a formal garden.  Merrell Runquist cautioned against the appearance of a private garden which then gives the public the impression that it is not accessible.  A simple yet attractive plan would allow ample space for sidewalks, parking and a modest buffer.  Tom Birmingham stated that concern was brought up at the previous meeting about the drainage plan extending into the landscaped area.  Pete Hurn of Baudhuin Inc. stated all the drainage pipes have been relocated with the exception of 1 perforated pipe.    

Andy Coulson recommended a 4’ sidewalk and lawn with an occasional shrub or tree to break up the space.  Jim Jauquet agreed adding that plantings (trees, shrubs and flowers) should not extend beyond 5’ from the building and the balance should be lawn. 

Jim Jauquet recommended that if trees are to be added to the plan that the Parks & Lands Committee be consulted on tree selection.  Andrea Kinsey-Jauquet was given as the committee contact.  Baudhuin Inc. is able to add in the parking spaces and sidewalk layout to the plan.  Pete Hurth stated the drawing could be done within a day.

Tom Birmingham stated the landscape plan is on the town board agenda for next Wednesday.  

It was moved by David Boyd and seconded by Andy Coulson to recommend approval of a landscape plan that includes up to 5’ of vegetation buffer then grass and trees up to a 4’ sidewalk and curb and as many parking spaces as will fit. The existing mature trees should be kept if possible.  The sidewalk may be narrowed to 3’ at the point of the existing trees.  Motion carried unanimously.

Adjourn: It was moved by Jim Jauquet and seconded by David Boyd to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 7:41 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Beth Hagen, CMC

Deputy Clerk-Treasurer








