 TOWN OF GIBRALTAR

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2007

3496 COUNTY F

FISH CREEK WI 54212

7:00 P.M.

Call to Order:  Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

Members Present:  Board members present were Merrell Runquist, Myrv Somerhalder, Jim Jauquet, and Brian Merkel.  Dick Skare was excused absent.  

Approval of Minutes:  It was moved by Jauquet and seconded by Merkel to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Parks and Lands:  Kinsey-Jauquet reported the committee has been discussing the possibility of a walking bridge in Fish Creek Park for better utilization of the entire park and having a kiosk for display of park information for the visitors.  Repairs on the stone wall at Sailor Sam’s is still being considered.  Spring Clean Up Days will be held on Saturday and Sunday, May 5th and 6th with pick up for May 7th.  Kinsey-Jauquet presented the final design for the gazebo being donated by Mrs. Spielman.  

Ordinances:  Kellner had nothing to report on ordinances.  

First Responders:  Jon Stahl reported there were 6 calls this past month.  Two snowmobiles went through the ice this past month and rescue was successful.  NIMS training will be held in Sister Bay tomorrow night at the Fire Station at 6 p.m.  A countywide grant was received from FEMA for a total of $813,687 for all nine municipalities for replacement of radios.  This will improve communications in the dead-spot areas in Door County.  The City of Sturgeon Bay is the only municipality that decided not to participate.  

Airport:  Somerhalder reported Tim Biwer has been very busy plowing the airport.  The new building at the airport will by 50’ X 50’ with office and restroom included.  Construction will begin after Labor Day.  There will be a grant to cover $184,000 of the cost with each municipality paying approximately $2,400.  A U-Fuel station is being checked into.  This would replace the gas truck that is in poor repair.  

Dock:  Brian Merkel had nothing to report for the dock.  Jon Stahl reported that they met with Baylake Electric and a good portion of the present wiring for the pedestals is more than adequate.  

Fire Department:  Dan Stahl reported there were 9 calls this past month.  Joint training was held with Egg Harbor and Ephraim participating.  A new computer system is being set up through a donation to the fire department. 

Building Committee:  Young reported the new addition to the Town Center is on schedule, The Town Office has moved in, the Information Center is receiving cabinets and carpeting this week.  Exterior work will begin when the frost is out of the ground.  Young met with the Highway Department to establish a schedule for needed work.  An open house is tentatively planned for the weekend before Memorial Day.

Noble House:  No report at this time. 

Watershed:  Jauquet had nothing to report at this time.  

Plan Commission:  Jauquet reported the Plan Commission had a meeting with Bill Schuster of Door County Soil and Water.  Door County has adopted State NR 151 for wetlands.  Schuster reported there is a need for better mapping and better supportable parameters.  They are presently working on a rating system for wetland parcels in the county.  Schuster talked about a countywide stormwater plan.  

Law Enforcement:  Merkel had nothing to report, as it’s been very quiet. 

Chair/County Board Report:  Runquist reported the town attorney is working on the proposed lighting standards for the April agenda.  Road review will be done when the frost is out of the roads and Runquist reminded the audience to send any concerns to the Town Office.  Plans for the dockhouse are still being considered.  Runquist stated that a renewed levy limit is possible.  Runquist has received no complaints regarding snowplowing.  Somerhalder expressed concern regarding damage to mailboxes during plowing.  Merkel reminded the clerk to inquire with the state inspector regarding the gazebo at Fish Creek Park.  RPC and Planning Department are working at a fairly fast pace on their comprehensive planning.  Union negotiations at the county are proceeding quite well.  

Beth Hagen encouraged municipal employees and board members to participate in the NIMS program training at the Sister Bay Fire Station on March 8th at 6:00 p.m.  (National Incident Management Systems)  This is training program to have all departments and municipalities work together in emergencies.  

AGENDA ITEMS:

Dave Burke Sr. Signage at Airport:  Dave Burke Sr. is requesting permission to place a sign for airplane rides on the Ephraim-Gibraltar Airport property.  It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Jauquet to permit Dave Burke Sr. to place a sign for airplane rides below the existing airport signage.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Scenic Airplane Ridge Contract with Dave Burke Sr.:  It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Somerhalder to approve the agreement between the Town of Gibraltar and Dave Burke allowing scenic airplane rides at the Ephraim-Gibraltar Airport for a period of one year.  Motion carried unanimously.  This agreement must also be approved and signed by the Village of Ephraim.

Bobby Martin Roof Replacement at Fish Creek Motel: Martin explained the plans for remodeling the old part of the Fish Creek Motel on Cottage Row Road.  The overhang on Spruce Street is in question as it encroaches almost 4’ on Spruce Street.  The new roof will only encroach between 14” to 18” on Spruce Street.  He needs the Town to confirm this encroachment prior to county approval.  It was moved by Runquist and seconded by Jauquet to authorize this encroachment between 14” to 18” in Spruce Street and the town chair will send authorization to the county.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Petition for Zoning Amendment – Text:  This text amendment is to delete the second sentence of Section 3.04(4) of the county zoning ordinance.  As currently worded, Section 3.04(4) allows for the establishment of a second single family residence, duplex, or manufactured home on a single parcel if the parcel has enough lot width and area so that it could be divided into two parcels.  This is known as the “hypothetical lot” provision. The property owner does not have to actually create the two lots.  The Plan Commission voted to support this amendment.  It was moved by Jauquet and seconded by Merkel to support this amendment.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Gibraltar Related Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment:  The Door County Resource Planning Committee petitioned for amendments to the various sections implementing the Gibraltar Comprehensive Zoning amendments.  It was moved by Somerhalder and seconded by Merkel to waive the 41 day waiting period and approve the proposed text amendments by the RPC.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Room Tax Intergovernmental Agreement:  The proposed Door County Tourism Zone Commission Agreement as revised by attorney Randy Nesbitt was reviewed.  It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Somerhalder to adopt this agreement as presented and empower the chair to sign on behalf of the town.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Gibraltar Grill Request to Change Agent for Class B Beer and Class C Wine License:  The Gibraltar Grill Restaurant is requesting the agent be changed from Kathryn Young to Sherri R. Borboa.  It was moved by Somerhalder and seconded by Jauquet to approve the change of agent.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Robert Parks Refund Request:  Dave Dorschner, assessor, explained that Mr. Parks was over-assessed $556,000 as the new residence was under construction.  It was moved by Somerhalder and seconded by Jauquet to approve a tax refund of $4,292.  Motion carried unanimously.  This must be recertified at the 2007 Board of Review.

Ann Rogers Refund Request:  Rogers was assessed for more land that was there regarding two parcels.  The acreage of the two parcels was overstated until Mr. Brey completed a survey.  Dave Dorschner, assessor, explained that the one parcel would be valued $30,200 less and the other parcel would be valued $52,800 less.  The clerk computed this by the milrate and the refund on both lots would be $642.42.   It was moved by Runquist and seconded by Somerhalder to issue a refund of $642.42 per Dorschner’s evaluation.  Motion carried unanimously with Merkel abstaining.  

VanGemert Cemetery Lot:  It was moved by Jauquet and seconded by Somerhalder to approve one lot being to Joanne Steber with the two remaining lots to Rob VanGemert.  Motion carried unanimously.  (The North ½ of the SE1/4 of lot 172 - 1 grave to Joanne Steber)

Special Event Request – Peninsula Art School:  It was moved by Jauquet and seconded by Merkel to approve the special event request by Peninsula Art School for Saturday, July 28th at Clark Park from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. for a Plein Air Festival (quick paint).  Motion carried unanimously.  All proceeds will benefit the Peninsula Art School and programs.  Two parking spaces on the west side of Clark Park will be blocked off.  

Participation in Door County Legislative Days 2007:  Runquist asked the board members to consider what issues should be presented to the legislators at Legislative Day; do we want to contribute any money for this event; and would anyone be interested in attending Legislative Days.  It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Somerhalder to table this issue to the next meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Fire Department Instructor Conference:  It was moved by Runquist and seconded by Somerhalder to approve two fire personnel to attend the conference at a total cost not to exceed $1,350.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Payment of the Bills:  It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Jauquet to approve payment of the Town bills and also the Community Center addition bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Adjourn:  It was moved by Jauquet and seconded by Merkel to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kellner, 

Clerk-Treasurer

