FISH CREEK HARBOR COMMISSION

MONDAY, JUNE 8, 2009

GIBRALTAR TOWN CENTER

7:30 A.M.

Call to order:  The Fish Creek Harbor Commission was called to order at 7:31 a.m. by Dave Harris, chairman.

Members Present:  Dave Harris, Brian Merkel, Paul Woerfel, Leigh Zielke and Joel Blahnik

Also Present:  Dock Master Brian Holan and Assistant Dock Master Don Bielfuss

Revise Boat Trailer Parking Ordinance:  Mr. Harris stated the ordinance did not reflect the commission’s discussion.  The ordinance was to have 72 hour permit parking with flexibility to allow longer parking at the lot for Chambers Island property owners or a tourist by having them contact the Town Office who in return would notify law enforcement of the exception.  This not being reflected in the ordinance and needs to be changed.  Mr. Merkel stated that the town board does not want the Recycling Center open to the public for storage citing security and liability issues.  Charlie Kinsey spoke to the town office stating that he is not interested in having general public boat trailer storage.  Mr. Kinsey has offered boat trailer storage to those from Chambers Island.  
Mr. Woerfel stated most people arrange their vacations to take 2 weekends and 5 business days.  The importance of making people feel welcome in a tourist community was stressed by Mr.’s Harris and Woerfel.  Mr. Woerfel stated that in his conversation with Chairman Runquist 2 weeks was suggested.  The commission discussion yielded lengths of time from 72 hours to 2 weeks in length.  Mr. Zielke stated that the village of Sister Bay had 92 hour parking with long term parking at their sewage plant.  Officer Crowell stated that trailer parking is an issue in all of northern door.  He also stated that the longer the time allowed the more difficult it was to enforce citing that not all people follow the rules.  Shorter periods of time were discussed with trailer owner’s contacting dock staff for longer lengths of stay.  A suggestion was to keep a list at the dock of trailers by ID and length of stay. After much discussion 10 days was settled on.   It was moved by Mr. Woerfel and seconded by Mr. Blahnik to recommend amending the ordinance to 10 days; individuals wanting longer terms should contact dock staff for other storage options.  The motion carried with Harris, Merkel, Blahnik and Woerfel in favor; Zielke opposed.     

Mr. Merkel stated that it may be time to think about expanding the trailer lot.  Mr. Harris added that a more permanent solution is needed for the lot.    The boat trailer parking lot background information will be gone over at the next meeting.  Expansion of the lot will require budgeting in future years at there are no funds available this year.  Officer Crowell was asked to attend the regular dock meetings.  The dock meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month.  

On a related point the Facilities Use Fee is noted as including seasonal trailer storage.  Mr. Harris stated, after reviewing the list of facilities use purchasers, the trailer storage affects few as the bulk of the purchasers are interested in the automobile parking pass.  The Commission stated there was nothing that could be done for this season but the seasonal trailer storage would be discontinued after this season.  That being said the Dock Master and Officer Crowell will modify a seasonal launch pass to accommodate the seasonal storage issue for 2009 and allow the trailers to be parked in the boat trailer lot.

Adjourn:  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Woerfel to adjourn.  Motion carried and the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Beth Hagen

Deputy Clerk   

