 TOWN OF GIBRALTAR

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 2007

3496 COUNTY F

FISH CREEK WI 54212

7:00 P.M.

Call to Order:  Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present:  Board members present were Merrell Runquist, Myrv Somerhalder, Jim Jauquet, and Brian Merkel.  Dick Skare was excused absent.  

Approval of Minutes:  It was moved by Somerhalder and seconded by Jauquet to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Parks and Lands:  Kinsey-Jauquet reported the Parks and Lands Committee set the Volunteer Day for April 24th.  Gibraltar School students will be notified of this day to assist them in meeting their community service requirements.  Linda Kirwin will be caring for most of the gardens in the Town.  The streets will be swept an extra time during the summer months.  The Committee is designing a kiosk for the Fish Creek Park.  

Ordinances:  Kellner had nothing to report on ordinances.  

First Responders:  Jon Stahl reported there were 6 calls this past month.  The First Responder meeting was cancelled due to CPR classes.  

Airport:  Somerhalder reported the Commission would apply for a variance for Bill Nelson’s hangar, as we are the property owner.  Next Thursday, Somerhalder will attend a seminar in Madison regarding the maintenance and operation of the airport.  This will include grant information for the airport.  

Dock:  Brian Merkel reported the Harbor Commission is having the electrical pedestals replaced on the docks.  Jon Stahl reported all supplies have been received for this project.  The Harbor Commission continues to work with the DNR regarding the remodeling of the dock house.  Dave Thompson has submitted his resignation as dock master and is willing to work only spring and fall, part time.  

Fire Department:  Dan Stahl reported there were 3 calls this past month.  There have been a total of 21 calls this year.  Wild land fires were reviewed at the Ephraim meeting.  Stahl reminded everyone to complete the NIMS training.  

Building Committee:  Young reported the State has inspected the interior of the Town Center for occupancy.  The exterior of the building will be completed when weather permits.  Snow cleats on the roof have been installed.  

Noble House:  Eunice Rutherford reported the Noble House would open May 19th to June 15th only on Saturdays.  After June 15th it will be open daily except Mondays.  All programs are scheduled with the first being May 8th, the Lighthouse Keepers (the Duclons).  Rutherford said they will scan people’s pictures of the area and obtain as much history about these pictures as possible for the 2008 sesquicentennial of the Town of Gibraltar.  Rutherford requested help with a canning display and also making muslin dolls for display of old doll clothing.  Birmingham stated that he will work with Rutherford to create a plan and submit it to the Planning Department for permit renewal this month. 

Watershed:   Jauquet reported a test was taken Monday of this week with the result sent to Dykesville.  The water depth in the creek was higher this year than the last four years.  The results of the test taken have not been received.

Plan Commission:  Tom Birmingham reported the Plan Commission heard about the State Historical meeting in Madison regarding the preservation ordinance, with Karl Stubenvoll, Andrea and Jim Jauquet attending.  The Preservation Subcommittee has been reconvened for further review.  Door County Planning Committee requested that each municipality collect community photos for review of the various areas of planning in the county.  Birmingham stated that Corp Council has advised that the County cannot withhold a building permit to anyone because their project did not meet a particular Town ordinance.  The County only follows the County ordinances regarding permits.  The most the County can do is to advise the person applying to work with the specific community regarding that community’s requirements.   

Law Enforcement:  Merkel had nothing to report, as it’s been very quiet. 

Chair/County Board Report:  Runquist reported Digger DeGroot has resigned from the Plan Commission and he has appointed Andy Coulson to replace Digger in this position.  The road review will be completed shortly with the County.  Runquist requested that any concerns be submitted to the Town Office prior to the road review.  The next Town Board meeting will be held at the Town Center.  Runquist again stressed the need for all individuals involved to complete the NIMS training.  At the County level all union negotiations will be completed within a few weeks.  Jauquet received several complaints regarding heavy trucks (through traffic) on Maple Grove Road.  This will be reported to the Town Officer.  

AGENDA ITEMS:

Audit Report – Mike Konecky:  Mike Konecky presented the different aspects of the audit report for the year 2006.  It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Somerhalder to accept the audit report as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Motion to Reconsider Intergovernmental Agreement Regarding Room Tax:  It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Somerhalder to reconsider the Intergovernmental Agreement regarding the room tax.  Motion carried unanimously.  It was moved by Runquist and seconded by Jauquet to reject the Intergovernmental Agreement that was agreed to last month.  Motion carried unanimously.    

Revised Intergovernmental Agreement for Room Tax:  It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Jauquet to adopt the new and revised Intergovernmental Agreement for the room tax and authorize the chair to sign the agreement.  Motion carried unanimously.    

Appoint Gibraltar Representative to the Room Tax Commission:  Runquist announced that he is appointing Bill Weddig as the Gibraltar representative to the Room Tax Commission.  It was moved by Jauquet and seconded by Merkel to concur with this appointment.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Advertise for Letter of Interest for Parks and Lands Committee and Harbor Commission:  It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Somerhalder to approve the ads for the Parks and Lands Committee terms and the Harbor Commission terms.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Approve Action Taken in Closed Session:  It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Jauquet to approve the action taken in closed session that was a 3% raise for the full-time employees.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Lighting Ordinance:  Runquist read the town attorney’s letter of opinion and concern regarding the proposed lighting ordinance.  This included the following:

· Linda Merline stated that she assumed the state highways would be exempt.  

· The holiday light issue can be corrected.

· It was assumed that communication towers would be exempt.

· Measuring of lumens would need more work.  

· Merkel would like to have the mercury vapor lights struck from the ordinance.  Kinsey-Jauquet stated this ordinance is promoting energy conservation and maybe the idea would be to encourage the use of other lights rather than mercury vapor.  Stahl noticed the school switched from sodium to mercury for better lighting.

· Steve Sohns expressed concerns regarding lighting of farm yards and suggested grandfathering these yard light to prevent damaged, etc.  Runquist stated one farmer feels the coyotes don’t come near his barns when the lights are on.  

· Birmingham explained the lighting of flags such as the one at Fish Creek Park.  

· Ron Merkel questioned the lighting of green houses.    

It was moved by Jauquet and seconded by Somerhalder to give the town attorney’s letter regarding the lighting ordinance concerns to the lighting subcommittee, along with the town board and audience comments to review and input in a revised draft.  Motion carried unanimously.  Runquist stated that overhead lighting on all roads and highways should be exempt.  

First Responders Fund Raiser Letter:  The First Responders presented a sample of their fund-raising letter.  It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Somerhalder to approve the fund-raising letter as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Legislative Days Issues:  At the last meeting the chair requested that the town board members consider issues to be presented to the legislators at the Legislative Days.  Some issues to present were:

· Connie Judd suggested trying to stop useful items from being thrown away in dumpsters.  John Young stated that insurance companies do not allow “dumpster diving” due to the possibility of someone being injured.

· Connie Judd also suggested adverse possession issue.  Runquist stated this is a state code issue.  

· Runquist stated that Garey Bies will be introducing legislation regarding the technical college taxation.

· Levy limits is a county issue.

· Beach contamination is being presented as a county issue.

· Merkel suggested Island View Road issue.  This will be taken care of through road grants.

As none of these were specific to the Town of Gibraltar, no issues will be presented to Legislative Days.

Runquist mentioned that aerial photography over Door County will be taking place during mid day hours.  Detailed areas will require lower flights such as the village area of Fish Creek.  

Payment of the Bills:  It was moved by Jauquet and seconded by Merkel to approve payment of the Town bills and also the Community Center addition bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Adjourn:  It was moved by Somerhalder and seconded by Merkel to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 9:26 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kellner, 

Clerk-Treasurer

