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TOWN OF GIBRALTAR

PUBLIC HEARING IN THE MATTER OF STATE AND FEDERAL AID FOR THE IMPROVEMENTS AT THE EPHRAIM/GIBRALTAR AIRPORT 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2007

FISH CREEK WI 54212

Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the Public Hearing to order at 6:30 p.m.  Runquist read the part of the resolution explaining the proposed grant work to be done at the Ephraim/Gibraltar Airport and also the procedures of the Public Hearing.

Members Present:  Merrell Runquist, Dick Skare, Myrv Somerhalder, Brian Merkel and Steve Sohns.  

Also present was Mitch Heinrichs and Fire Chief Dan Stahl.

Fire Chief Dan Stahl endorses the installation of the U-Fuel at the Ephraim/Gibraltar Airport.  

Merkel questioned if there was an estimated lifetime and annual maintenance cost for the fuel tanks.  Somerhalder reported no lifetime was given.  The fuel tanks would be buried.  

No further testimony was give either for or against the proposed aid and work.  

Runquist adjourned the meeting at 6:45 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kellner, Clerk

 TOWN OF GIBRALTAR

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2007

3496 COUNTY F

FISH CREEK WI 54212

7:00 P.M.

Call to Order:  Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present:  Board members present were Merrell Runquist, Myrv Somerhalder, Brian Merkel, Dick Skare and Steve Sohns.    

Approval of Minutes:  It was moved by Skare and seconded by Merkel to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Parks and Lands:  Kinsey-Jauquet sent a report regarding Parks and Lands.  Runquist reported a kiosk is being designed for the Fish Creek Park after the gazebo is completed.  The committee is checking into a possible foot bridge for Fish Creek Park.  Julie’s Café has requested a street light and this will be reviewed when her ornamental lights are all installed.  Sailor Sam’s wall repair is scheduled for 2008.   The maintenance department will repair the steps at Hide Side Corner Shop.  Marston Anderson will be repairing the stone wall at Clark Park and Sunset Beach.  

Ordinances:  Kellner had nothing to report on ordinances.  

First Responders:  Jayson Merkel reported it was quiet this past month with only 6 calls.  Dick Burress reviewed the operations of the new ambulances with the First Responders.  Merkel reported the donation letters were sent out with very good response. 

Airport:  Somerhalder reported the air rides are being active.  Hangar inspections were done this past Saturday.  All except 6 were inspected.  Chief Stahl will send a report on the inspections for the Airport Commission’s next meeting.  The airport building construction should start in September.  At the public hearing prior to the meeting only one person spoke regarding the aid and that person spoke in favor of the U-Fuel.  

Dock:  Brian Merkel reported the electrical project is completed.  Staff is in place and have attended CPR training Tuesday night.  The Harbor Commission is considering installing a defibrillator at the dockhouse.  (Cost is approximately $2,100.)  As dredging could not be done this spring, the barge ramp project has been delayed and will be reviewed in the fall.  

Fire Department:  Dan Stahl reported there were 8 calls this past month.  Departments gathered to train and get familiar with each other’s vehicle.  Stahl stated he would follow up regarding the hangar inspections.  

Building Committee:  Skare reported the landscaping is progressing.  The Building Committee feels a payphone should be located near the kiosk and the Civic Association should be the ones to order this.  The sign for the building will be installed after laying the sod.  Jayson Merkel questioned installing a fire alarm system at the town center. The Building Committee will follow through regarding a fire alarm system.  

Noble House:  Eunice Rutherford reported the Noble House had an excellent Memorial Day weekend.  Barb Chisholm will give a presentation on the Peshtigo Fire at the Town Hall on June 12th.  Gibraltar School’s third graders toured Noble House this past week.  A letter was received from Kathryn Staley, who is a member of the Noble family, commending the GHA for their restoration of the Noble House.    

Watershed:  No report at this time.  

Plan Commission:  Tom Birmingham reported the Plan Commission reviewed the photos the committee members had taken.  Some pictures were of buildings that would look out of character in our village but great in a city.  The subcommittee continues work on the lighting ordinance.    

Room Tax Zone Commission:  Bill Weddig reported the Commission is meeting twice weekly to proceed into an entity agreement with the Visitor Bureau.  They are presently working on the market plan, insurance, bonding and setting up bank accounts.  

Law Enforcement:  Merkel had nothing to report, as it’s been very quiet. Connie Judd has requested that the town officer enforce all trespassing on their land by the campground.  Judd expressed irritation that the Snowmobile Club stated they would remove rubbish on Judd property left by someone during snowmobiling but had not.  When removing signs, one of the club members ran over her trees.  At this time, Judd stated that snowmobiling would not be allowed on her land.      

Chair/County Board Report:  Runquist reported Maple Grove Road is to be repaired June 25th.  Speed study will be completed after the paving is complete.  Door County will conduct their road review in two weeks.  The County budget process is starting shortly and they are in the process of starting a capital improvement project plan. 

Tom Birmingham stated he would email a picture of the blimp to Runquist.  Judd questioned eradication of the poison ivy in ditches; Runquist stated this is to be handled by property owners.  Affordable housing plan is going to be tried closer to Sturgeon Bay, as property values in Northern Door County are too high.  

AGENDA ITEMS:

Door County Tourism Zone Commission Request for Advance of $3,000:  The Door County Tourism Zone Commission has been established and the accounting firm of Kerber Rose has been hired to issue permits, collect taxes and maintain information.  The commission is requesting an advance of $3,000 from member municipalities for startup funds.  It was moved by Skare and seconded by Merkel to send an advance of $3,000 to the Door County Tourism Zone Commission.  Motion carried unanimously.   

Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership – Sign Campaign – Jaime Forest:  Jaime Forest of Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership explained that LNRP is a non-profit organization that supports solutions through community involvement.  In an effort to protect coastal areas they are placing signs at public and other water access points to raise water quality awareness.  It was moved by Skare and seconded by Sohns to place two signs (one at Clark Park and one at the Public Beach) in the Town of Gibraltar (These are placed after a sponsor of $250 has been obtained.) with further signage only with the permission of the town board.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Antique Show Signage at Noble Square:  The Sister Bay Lions Club is again hosting the 33rd annual Door County Antique Show at the Gibraltar High School Gym on July 26 – 28.  They are requesting the usual permission to place a sign at the Noble House during this event.  It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Somerhalder to approve the additional signage with the same restrictions as last year.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Special Event Request – Settlement Fine Art Fair – Saturday, August 4, 2007:  The Settlement Association is again hosting their annual Fine Arts Fair on Saturday, August 4th.  They are requesting permission for tents for display and a banner on Highway 42 for this event.  It was moved by Somerhalder and seconded by Merkel to approve the Fine Arts Air with tents and banner.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Special Event Request – YMCA Labor Day 5K Run/Walk:  The YMCA is requesting permission to close Gibraltar Road from 8:30 to approximately 9:30 to hold the annual 5K run.  It was moved by Skare and seconded by Sohns to approve the closing of the road.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Application for conditional Use Permit – Mitchel Heinrichs:  Mr. Heinrichs is requesting a Conditional Use Permit to change his residence into a duplex, installing a stove and refrigerator in the carriage house above the garage.  Tom Birmingham reported that the Plan Commission voted to recommend that the town board support this request.  It was moved by Somerhalder and seconded by Merkel to support this Conditional Use Permit with the condition that any additional light be downcast.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Special Event Request – Brian Merkel – Charity Bicycle Ride on July 7, 2007:  Merkel is requesting permission to host a Charity Ride in memory of Bill Bastian on July 7th.  This ride is through Peninsula State Park with a brat fry ending by 2 P.M.  It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Skare to approve this charity ride and brat fry.  Motion carried with four in favor and Merkel abstaining.  

Zoning Map Amendment – Correction of Error on Chambers Island:  Jim Blahnik has property on Chambers Island surrounded by the Holy Name Retreat property.  Tom Birmingham of the Plan Commission reviewed this situation and found this to be a mapping error, as Blahnik’s property should be RC, the same a Holy Name Retreat.  It was moved by Skare and seconded by Sohns to correct the mapping error and correct Jim Blahnik’s property to Recreational Commercial.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Set Date for Board of Review/Open Book:  The assessor is planning Friday and Saturday, July 20th & 21st for open book.  It was moved by Runquist and seconded by Sohns to hold Board of Review on Wednesday July 25th from 6 – 8 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Change July Town Board Meeting:  With the first Wednesday of the month being July 4th, it was decided to change the date of the Town Board meeting.  It was moved by Runquist and seconded by Somerhalder to hold the July Town Board meeting on Tuesday, July 10th at 7:00 pm.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Advertise for 2 Plan Commission Terms:  Two terms on the Plan Commission are expiring.  (Linda Merline and David Boyd)  It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Sohns to advertise for letters of interest for these two terms.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Board Review of Airport 5-Year Plan:  The Airport Commission has drafted a 5-year plan.  In 2007, there is construction of a (snow removal equipment) storage building.  In 2008, there is the &U-fuel system, walkway from parking area to SRE building, install security gate to hangar/tie down area, install windsock, install AWOS, and AWOS maintenance.  In 2011, there is reconstruction of the runway 14/32 & connecting & hangar.  It was moved by Runquist and seconded by Sohns to approve the 5-year airport plan with the exception of the AWOS system.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution Petitioning the Secretary of Transportation for Airport Improvement Aid:

The airport commission is recommending a resolution for aide to install a fueling facility; clear and maintain runway approaches as stated in Transportation Administrative Code Chapter 55, install windsock, install electric coded gate, install sidewalk from parking area to the SRE building, and any necessary related work.  It was moved by Somerhalder and seconded by Sohns to adoption the resolution petitioning for airport improvement aid and authorizes the chair and clerk to sign the appropriate forms.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Renewal of Liquor Licenses:      

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Runquist to approve the Class A and Class B Winery license for Lautenbach’s Orchard Country, Inc., Robert C. Lautenbach, agent.  Motion carried with four in favor and Merkel abstaining.      
It was moved by Skare and seconded by Somerhalder to approve the Class A license for Ray’s Cherry Hut LLP, Fredric A. Slaby, agent.   Motion carried unanimously.    
It was moved by Somerhalder and seconded by Sohns to approve the Class A and Cigarette license for Jacobson Enterprises Inc, Sharon Jacobson, agent.  Motion carried unanimously.    
It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Somerhalder to approve the Class A and Cigarette license for Mavourneen Siobahn (Bruechert) Hecker doing business as Siobhan’s.  Motion carried unanimously.    
It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Runquist to approve the Class A and Cigarette license for Michael Hyde doing business as Fish Creek Market.  Motion carried unanimously.    
It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Somerhalder to approve the Class A license for Hide Side Ltd, Michael C. Surges, agent.  Motion carried unanimously.    
It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Skare to approve the Class A license for Loretta Robertoy doing business as Hyline Orchard.  Motion carried unanimously.    
It was moved by Somerhalder and seconded by Sohns to approve the Class A license for Lagniappe of Door County LLC, Joyce Agent, agent.  Motion carried unanimously.    
It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Runquist to approve the Class B Combo and Cigarette License for Greenwood Supper Club Inc., Ricky Kwaterski, agent.  Motion carried unanimously.   

It was moved by Runquist and seconded by Merkel to approve the Class B Combo and Cigarette License for Alan Ashley doing business as C & C Supper Club.  Motion carried unanimously.   

It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Somerhalder to approve the Class B Combo License for Alexander’s of Door County Inc., Bruce Alexander, agent.  Motion carried unanimously.   

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Merkel to approve the Class B Combo and Cigarette License for Dockside Enterprise, Inc., Elaine MacDonald, agent, doing business as Bayside Tavern.  Motion carried unanimously.   

It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Sohns to approve the Class B Combo and Cigarette License for TCS Inc., Early Shabbit, agent, doing business as Sonny’s Pizzeria Bar& Grill.  Motion carried unanimously.   

It was moved by Runquist and seconded by Somerhalder to approve the Class B Combo License for Summertime Restaurant LLC, Terry Bolland, agent.  Motion carried unanimously.   

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Runquist to approve the Class B Combo and Cigarette License for Door Inc., Randall Daubner, agent, doing business as the English Inn.  Motion carried unanimously.   

It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Sohns to approve the Class B Combo License for Peninsula Players Theatre Foundation Inc., Todd Schmidt, agent.  Motion carried unanimously.   

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Merkel to approve the Class B Beer and Class C Wine license for Cookery Inc., Richard Skare, agent.  Motion carried with four in favor and Skare abstaining. 

It was moved by Runquist and seconded by Merkel to approve the Class B Beer and Class C Wine license for W.G.I. Inc., doing business as White Gull Inn.  Motion carried unanimously

It was moved by Somerhalder and seconded by Sohns to approve the Class B Beer and Class C Wine license for Peterson of Door County Inc., Matthew Peterson, agent, doing business as Pelletier’s Restaurant.  Motion carried unanimously

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Merkel to approve the Class B Beer and Class C Wine license for MOJO Enterprises II LLC, Kimberly Jensen, agent, doing business as Villaggio’s.  Motion carried unanimously

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Somerhalder to approve the Class B Beer and Class C Wine license for TRNKRN, Inc., Kristine Nelson, agent, doing business as Digger’s Grill & Pizza.  Motion carried unanimously

It was moved by Runquist and seconded by Somerhalder to approve the Class B Beer and Class C Wine license for Julie’s Park Café & Motel LLP, Julie Hermann, agent.  Motion carried unanimously

It was moved by Somerhalder and seconded by Merkel to approve the Class B Beer and Class C Wine license for Fair House LLC, Philip Cote, agent, doing business as Mr. Helsinki’s.  Motion carried unanimously

It was moved by Runquist and seconded by Sohns to approve the Class B Beer and Class C Wine license for Whistling Swan Hotel, Inc., William Tressler, agent.  Motion carried unanimously

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Merkel to approve the Class B Beer and Class C Wine license for Gibraltar Grill, Inc., Sherri Borboa, agent.  Motion carried unanimously

It was moved by Somerhalder and seconded by Merkel to approve the Class B Beer and Class C Wine license for Denim Chef, LLC, Kaye Lundquist, agent.  Motion carried unanimously

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Runquist to approve the Class B Beer license for Peninsula Gun Club, Inc., Keith Bonville, agent.  Motion carried with four in favor and Merkel abstaining.

It was moved by Somerhalder and seconded by Sohns to approve the Class B Beer license for Janet Johnson doing business as Path of Pines Campground.  Motion carried unanimously.  

It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Somerhalder to approve the Class B Beer license to Marise Redmann doing business as Settlement Courtyard Inn.  Motion carried unanimously.  

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Merkel to approve the class B Beer license to Will Turnbladh doing business as Hands On Market Place & Art Studio.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Propane Proposal for 2007-08 Season:  A propane proposal for the 2007-08 heating season was received from Lakes Gas.  A request for a proposal from Door County Cooperative was not received. It was moved by Somerhalder and seconded by Skare to obtain three bids and authorize the clerk to accept the lowest of the three, if the service is the same.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Reconsideration on Motion Regarding Road Repairs:  It was moved by Runquist and second by Sohns to reconsider the motion regarding road repairs.  Motion carried unanimously.   It was moved by Runquist and second by Somerhalder to rescind the previous motion regarding the road repair.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Decision on Road Paving Priorities:  Runquist explained that the previous road repair estimate was in error and if we did repair what was estimated, it would cost another $200,000.  Runquist suggested the paving of the hill on Juddville Road (west of Hwy 42) be eliminated; Triangle and Wandering Roads paving be eliminated.  The money would be split between Juddville Road east of Hwy 42 and Gibraltar Bluff Road.  It was moved by Skare and seconded by Sohns to approve the proposed changes.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Right of First Refusal for Hangar Lease:  Mr. Lie is requesting permission to sell his hangar to Mr. Robert Ziegler who is on the waiting list for a hangar.  It was moved by Runquist and seconded by Merkel to approve the sale of the hangar to Mr. Ziegler with our refusal of the right of first refusal.  Motion carried unanimously.    

Request to Close Cottage Row Road and Gibraltar Bluff Road:  Vinnie Chomeau requested permission to close Cottage Row Road and Gibraltar Bluff Road for the “Hairpin Run” to be held on Wednesday, July 4th.  It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Sohns to approve the closing of the two roads from 8:00 – 9:30 a.m.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Payment of the Bills:  It was moved by Merkel and seconded by Skare to approve payment of the Town bills and also the Community Center addition bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Adjourn:  It was moved by Somerhalder and seconded by Sohns to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 9:53 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kellner,  

Clerk-Treasurer

