 TOWN OF GIBRALTAR

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2007

4097 MAIN STREET

FISH CREEK WI 54212

7:00 P.M.

Call to Order:  Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

Members Present:  Board members present were Merrell Runquist, Myrv Somerhalder, Brian Merkel, Dick Skare and Steve Sohns.    

Approval of Minutes:  It was moved by Dick Skare and seconded by Steve Sohns to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Parks and Lands:  Andrea Kinsey-Jauquet reported the Spielman donation of a beautiful gazebo in Fish Creek Park has been completed and an article will be in the local paper regarding this donation.  Andrea reported estimates are being received for repair of the stonewall at Clark Park and Sunset Beach Park.  The Welcome sign was painted and sealed.  This sign should be sealed every year.  The kiosk will be brought up to the board shortly.  The clean-up days will be discontinued, as the response is poor.  

Ordinances:  Sharon Kellner reported there were several sign ordinance violations reported to the Door County Planning Department for follow through.   

First Responders:  Jon Stahl reported the First Responders worked at the July 4th Hairpin Run and at the Fireworks activities.  Both events were well conducted.  The weekend schedule for the county ambulance has been shortened due to a shortage of EMT’s.    

Airport:  Myrv Somerhalder reported Bill Nelson has completed his hangar.  Clark Zander has cement poured for his upcoming hangar.  A pre-bid meeting was held regarding the airport SRE building.

Dock:  Brian Merkel reported a total fuel sale of $74,487 for July with a total income for this season to date is $184,517, which is 6% over last year.  Mark Isakssen has talked with Dave Harris and will work with the Harbor Commission for the boathouse renovation.  Bid specifications should be out the end of August or first part of September.    

Fire Department:  Dan Stahl reported there were 5 calls in June and 16 calls in July.  Relay pumping practice was held in Baileys Harbor this past month.  Dan reported there is a burning ban for the entire county due to dry conditions.    

Building Committee:  Dick Skare reported directional signage needs to be installed otherwise the Town Center project is complete.   

Noble House:  Eunice Rutherford reported Nancy Fischer presented a talk regarding the three churches in Fish Creek.  There will be a meeting on the 14th with Ron and Dorothy Berg giving a presentation regarding their post card collection and the history of Fish Creek.  The Civil War enactors were excellent and well received.  The exhibit in Noble House this month will be baby clothing.  Ghost tours are continuing and are very popular.  However, the day tours are lower than last year.  

Watershed:  Jim Jauquet reported water testing has been impossible since we have had no rain events since May.  Limited harbor testing was done three weeks ago due to lack of rain.  

Plan Commission:  Tom Birmingham reported the Plan Commission considered Pauline Johns appeal at their last meeting.  Tom welcomed Connie Judd as a member of the Historic Preservation Subcommittee.  Door County Corp Counsel is review the Lighting Ordinance regarding enforcement.  

Room Tax Commission:  Bill Weddig reported collection for the May 2007 room tax has been compiled and Gibraltar’s portion is $6,099.  Washington Island has started collecting room tax as of August 1st.  Sturgeon Bay has been working with the Room Tax Commission because they have had the room tax for 8 years and it’s not something they can easily give up.  There are presently 89 properties not reporting room tax. 

Law Enforcement:  Brian Merkel reported the Town Officer has resigned as of July.  This will be an agenda item for later in the meeting.  

Chair/County Board Report:  Merrell Runquist reported road paving for the town is completed, along with striping.  Shoulder work needs to be done.  The enlargement of Blossomberg Cemetery is with the DNR board.  The town board will review the criteria for lot purchases and cemetery regulations.  Door County passed the capital improvement plan.  Merrell voted in favor of this.  The County will be working on their budget during September and October.  

AGENDA ITEMS:

Animal Control By Mark Richard:  Mark Richard has been hired by other Northern Door municipalities to handle animal control.  Mark explained his charges as follows:

· $30 for pick up of dog

· $0.50 per mile for mileage

· Once dog is captured, he keeps it for three days if not claimed, charging $30 per day

· After three days animal is turned over to Humane Society

· For owner to pick up dog must have Rabies Certificate & Dog Tag

· Owner received a $25 citation for dog at large

· Municipality charges owner for Mark’s charges plus $25 Citation if applicable

It was moved by Brian Merkel and seconded by Dick Skare to approve this in concept and check with town council and insurance regarding liability. Motion carried unanimously.  

Amanda Brown From Door County Soil & Water Regarding Municipality Agreement (Beach Project) for Final Construction Plan:  Amanda Brown from Door County Soil & Water explained the municipal agreement for the final construction plan regarding the storm water and bacteria management at the Fish Creek Public Beach.  Final construction could occur in 2009.  Door County Soil and Water is trying to find funding by grants.  It was moved by Dick Skare and seconded by Steve Sohns to advance to Phase 2 of the project.  Motion carried unanimously.  Merrell signed two copies submitted to Amanda Brown who will return our copy.  

Peninsula Art School Compliance with Town’s Conditions for Liquor license:  Merrell Runquist read the conditions that were issued at the July 10th town meeting for the temporary beer/wine liquor license that was issued to the Peninsula Art School for their Plein Air Event.  Merrell was called to the event at 6:45 as the parking requirements were not complied with.  Three attendants were on duty but unable to control the parking.  Cathy Hoke-Gonzales apologized for this lack of control and assured the board they are willing to comply with the town requirements.  Several suggestions offered were uniform parking attendants; a shuttle service from the Top of the Hill Shops or Gibraltar School; or valet parking. No action required by this board at this time.  

Dog Control Ordinance:  Merrell Runquist read the proposed Dog Control Ordinance 2007-05.  It was moved by Brian Merkel and seconded by Steve Sohns to send the ordinance to attorney to change the fine from $50 - $100; length of stay is 90 days or more; and owner is liable for all fees and expenses in the capture and impoundment.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Appeal of Conditions to Board of Adjustment – Pauline Johns Parcel #014-01-15302714A:  Pauline Johns is appealing three conditions the Resource Planning Committee has placed on her formal site plan review.  The conditions are as follows:

Condition No. 1
The structure shall be 85’ X 200’, rather than 100’ X 200’, which will also decrease the height from 39.5’ to approximately 36’ in height.

Condition No. 10 
The existing driveway to the north of the residence shall be used only by persons accessing the existing house and barn.

Condition No. 11
A new, 18’ wide driveway shall be constructed halfway between the south wall of the existing house and the southerly property line, to be clearly marked as that which serves the commercial riding stable and which shall provide access to the required parking and turn-around areas.  

The Gibraltar Plan Commission held a meeting and discussed this formal site plan review appeal.  Tom 

Birmingham reported the vote was to support the RPC’s three conditions placed on her formal site plan 

review, and not to support Pauline Johns’ appeal.  It was moved by Dick Skare and seconded by Myrv

Somerhalder to support the Planning Commission’s recommendation to support the RPC’s conditions.  

The vote was four in favor with Merrell Runquist abstaining.

Gibraltar Historical Association’s Renovation Plans:  Gary Schulze presented the plan for the renovation of the garage at the Noble House.  The garage would be extended out 12’; upgrading electricity; bringing water to the garage; and renovating the outside of the garage to fit in with the house.  The estimate is around $88,900.  The Town Board’s understanding is that there was to be a fund-raiser for this renovation.  It was moved by Merrell Runquist and seconded by Dick Skare to allocate in the next budget session a figure not to exceed $25,000 for the renovation of the garage at Noble House.  Motion carried unanimously.  Bid specifications developed and then advertise for bids.  It was moved by Myrv Somerhalder and seconded by Brian Merkel to approve the renovation plans of the garage at Noble House as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Advertise for Commission Terms for:

1. One Sanitary Commission Term:  It was moved by Brian Merkel and seconded by Myrv Somerhalder to advertise for the commission term.  Motion carried unanimously.
2. One Airport Commission Term:  It was moved by Merrell Runquist and seconded by Steve Sohns to advertise for the commission term as amended.   Motion carried unanimously.  
Review Proposed Kiosk for Fish Creek Park:  This agenda item will be rescheduled, as more information is needed.  

Apply for Building Permit for Kiosk:  This agenda item will be rescheduled, as more information is needed.

Weight Limits on Cottage Row Road:  Merrell Runquist read the Weight Limits On Cottage Row Road Ordinance 2007-06.  It was moved by Brian Merkel and seconded by Steve Sohns to adopt this ordinance.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Refilling of Police Officer Position:  Merrell Runquist explained that the Town Officer has resigned as of Friday, July 27, 2007.  Merrell would like to know if the board would like to continue with full-time or part-time law enforcement.  It was moved by Brian Merkel and seconded by Steve Sohns to continue with a Law Enforcement Officer and advertise as approved.  Motion carried unanimously.   

Special Event Request:  The Cookery is requesting outside sales on September 1st with rain date of September 2nd for their 30th anniversary.  This event would be 2:00 - 7:00 pm.  It was moved by Steve Sohns and seconded by Brian Merkel to approve of this event.  Motion carried with four in favor and Dick Skare abstaining.  A banner is allowed two weeks prior to the event.

Payment of the Bills:  It was moved by Myrv Somerhalder and seconded by Dick Skare to approve payment of the bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Adjourn:  It was moved by Dick Skare and seconded by Steve Sohns to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 10:09 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kellner, Clerk

