 TOWN OF GIBRALTAR

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2007

GIBRALTAR TOWN CENTER

4097 MAIN STREET

FISH CREEK WI 54212

7:00 P.M.

Call to Order:  Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present:  Board members present were Merrell Runquist, Myrv Somerhalder, Brian Merkel, Dick Skare and Steve Sohns.    

Approval of Minutes:  It was moved by Myrv Somerhalder and seconded by Dick Skare to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Parks and Lands:  Andrea Kinsey-Jauquet reported the work on the flagstone walkways at Sunset Beach and at Fish Creek Park has been completed by the Maintenance Department and looks beautiful.

Ordinances:  Kellner reported there was no action for ordinances this past month.

First Responders:  Dan Stahl reported there were 3 calls this past month.  The First Responder refresher course is in progress.  The initial course for the First Responders has just begun.  

Airport:  Myrv Somerhalder reported the Airport gas truck is empty in preparation for the U-fuel.  The airport office is vacant.  The construction has been delayed, as there was a change in the holding tank to a mound system.  “Friends of Ephraim-Gibraltar Airport” will have a website.  They presently have approximately 36 members.  

Harbor Commission:  Brian Merkel reported the boathouse is very close to being moved.  The completion on the installation of the tanks and repair of the boathouse is April 1, 2008.  Hockers will be doing some of the excavation at the dock.  

Fire Department:  Dan Stahl reported there were 7 calls this past month.  Dan reminded people to clean around their burn barrels as debris may start on fire and to be sure to watch their burn barrel while there is a fire.  Water movement exercise joint training was held this past month.  

Noble House:  There was no report at this time for the Noble House.   

Watershed:  Jim Jauquet had nothing to report, as it’s been too dry.  

Plan Commission:  Tom Birmingham reported the Plan Commission met on October 23rd.  Work on the official map is continuing with Jim Jauquet.  The lighting ordinance was discussed this past meeting as being presented as best practices. 

Room Tax Commission:  Bill Weddig reported the commission has sent out the August payments.  September’s figures will be compiled next week.  The Town of Gibraltar had a 72% occupancy rate for the month of August.  Washington Island just joined the Room Tax Commission in August.  

Law Enforcement:  Brian Merkel reported the new officer is to start after the first of the year.  His name is Andrew Crowell and he is from Elk Horn, Wisconsin.  He is an experienced officer and has a home on East Meadow Road in the Town of Baileys Harbor.  

Chair/County Board Report:  Merrell Runquist reported work would be starting soon for the development of Blossomberg Cemetery.  The County has adopted a budget with an increase of 12.3%.  The budget increase next year will be much lower.  The decision on the windmill issue will be forthcoming at the November 15th meeting of the RPC.  

AGENDA ITEMS:

Snowmobile Trails – John Zettel:  John is requesting permission for the snowmobiles to travel alongside County A to gain access into Peninsula State Park via Highland Road.  Another access option would be to travel County A turning onto Gibraltar Road and crossing Lloyd Logerquist’s property to gain access to Peninsula State Park.  John stated he has received permission for this from the Door County Highway Department if also approved by the Town of Gibraltar.  It was moved by Merrell Runquist and seconded by Dick Skare to endorse the snowmobile use on County A to Highland Road entering Peninsula State Park as a designated snowmobile route.  Merrell and Dick then rescinded their motion and second.  It was moved by Merrell Runquist and seconded by Brian Merkel to designate the route as County A to Highland Road entering Peninsula State Park for one season period.  Motion carried with three in favor and Merkel and Sohns voting against.       

Special Event Request – July 26, 2008 GHA and Cherryland A’s:  Gibraltar Historical Association is requesting permission to have the Cherryland A’s (Model A cars) display their vehicles of 1928 through 1931 around the village area.  This would include Fish Creek Park, Noble House, and possible Founder’s Square.  It was moved by Myrv Somerhalder and seconded by Brian Merkel to table this issue, as there was no one representing this issue.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Sesquicentennial Celebration Proclamation:  Wayne Kudick read the Gibraltar Sesquicentennial Proclamation regarding the 150th year celebration of the establishment of the Town.  It was moved by Steve Sohns and seconded by Myrv Somerhalder to approve and sign the proclamation.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Sesquicentennial Celebration Request for Expenditures for 2007:  Wayne Kudick submitted a proposal in the amount of $5,000 for possible expenditures of 2007 for the Sesquicentennial Celebration.  This includes:  $246.76 computer lease, website design $650, phone of $111, Logo disc copy of $150, supplies of $657.33, postage of $1,225, and banners/miscellaneous of $1,459.91 for a total of $5,000.  It was moved by Dick Skare and seconded by Myrv Somerhalder to allocate $3,500 as beginning funds for the START for the Sesquicentennial Celebration.  Motion carried with all in favor and Runquist opposed.  This money is in addition to what was budgeted for 2008.  

Inspection of Commercial Construction:  Brett Timme and Brett Guilette from Independent Inspections LTD presented their proposal to inspect commercial construction with the Town receiving 10% of the fees.  IIL would be replacing the State Inspector.  Fire Chief Dan Stahl and builder Tom Birmingham spoke in favor of having this firm do commercial inspections.  It was moved by Dick Skare and seconded by Myrv Somerhalder to send these materials to the town attorney for review and reconsideration, with rescheduling this issue for the December meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  

2007-06 Traffic Ordinance Adoption:  This ordinance was amended to reflect the Town’s adoption of the 40 mph on Maple Grove Road from the intersection with Gibraltar Road northerly to the border of the Village of Ephraim.  It was moved by Dick Skare and seconded by Myrv Somerhalder to adopt this ordinance in support of the speed study done on this road.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Airport Hangar Lease – Steve Classon:  It was moved by Steve Sohns and seconded by Brian Merkel to approve and sign the hangar lease between the Town of Gibraltar/Village of Ephraim and Steve Classon.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Advertise for Bids for 2008 Recycling:  It was moved by Brian Merkel and seconded by Myrv Somerhalder to approve the advertising for the collection and disposal of recyclables from January 2008 through December 2009.  Motion carried unanimously.

Impact Study of Ephraim/Gibraltar Airport:  The “Friends of Ephraim/Gibraltar Airport”, a group to help raise funds for the airport, requested an economic impact study be done of the Ephraim-Gibraltar Airport.  The Town Board reviewed and discussed the impact study.  It was moved by Brian Merkel and seconded by Steve Sohns to approve the impact study.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Transfer of Blossomberg Cemetery Request by James & Laura Roberts:  It was moved by Steve Sohns and seconded by Brian Merkel to approve the transfer of the West 1/2 of Lot 278 (4 graves) from Marvin and Betty Lotz to their daughter and husband, James and Laura Roberts.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Advertise Police Committee Term:  It was moved by Dick Skare and seconded by Myrv Somerhalder to advertise for a term on the police committee as one is expiring.  It is Jeff Lundh’s term that is expiring.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Payment of the Bills:  It was moved by Dick Skare and seconded by Brian Merkel to approve payment of the bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Adjourn:  It was moved by Myrv Somerhalder and seconded by Steve Sohns to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 9:56 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kellner, Clerk

