 TOWN OF GIBRALTAR

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2, 2008

GIBRALTAR TOWN CENTER

4097 MAIN STREET

FISH CREEK WI 54212

7:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER:  Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Board members present were Merrell Runquist, Dick Skare, Myrv Somerhalder, and Steve Sohns.    Brian Merkel was absent as he was on vacation.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve the minutes of the March 5, 2008 meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.   It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve the minutes of March 14, 2008.  Motion carried unanimously.  

REPORTS:

PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE:  There was nothing to report this month, as there was no March meeting.  

ORDINANCES:  Sharon Kellner had nothing to report for ordinances.

FIRST RESPONDERS:  Jayson Merkel reported there was 1 call this past month.   Ice rescue exercise was held last night.  The HIPPA refresher course has been delayed until next month.  The marathon meeting was also delayed as the organizer’s son broke his leg.  A decision has not been reached regarding our new defibs.  The fire departments are receiving a grant through FEMA for a radio upgrade and now a time extension to that grant.      

AIRPORT COMMISSION:  Mr. Somerhalder reported a joint meeting was held between Ephraim and Gibraltar regarding the Self-Serve Fuel System.  The tank will be underground and installed in the fall of 2009.  The septic mound needs to be installed.  A lease for rental of the old office building is at the Town’s attorney.  The windsock pole was broken sometime this past week and the electrician is working to fix it.  Mr. Somerhalder reported the loader of the new tractor is being considered for sale.  Mr. Sohns reminded the board that maybe the loader could be used in case the snowplow breaks.  Mr. Somerhalder stated that it hasn’t been used in the past three years.  

HARBOR COMMISSION:  Dave Harris reported the renovation of the boat house is moving along very well.  The fuel tank excavation is waiting for the frost to leave.  Mike Kahr should be starting work on the gas docks shortly.  There are ads in the local paper for more workers at the dock for this summer.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Dan Stahl reported there were 5 calls this past month.  “Jaws” training was held this past month in preparation for this summer.  Dan Stahl warned the public about outside burning, as the grass is very dry.  Steve Sohns presented a donation to the Fire Department from the Villagers Snowmobile Club.

NOBLE HOUSE:  Eunice Rutherford stated the summer programs are set and the list will be presented at the annual meeting next week.  Opening is planned for the middle of May.  

WATERSHED:  Jim Jauquet reported testing was done yesterday morning.  Four sites were tested.  Snow depth of 18” or more was discovered at the headwater.
CONSTRUCTION REPORT:  John Young reported the boathouse roof will be started tomorrow.  The electric is almost completed in the interior.  The tanks need to be installed.  Hand railings need to be installed at the dock and Noble House.  The sidewalks and ADA ramps need to be installed also.  Paving needs to be done after tanks are installed with the paving deadline of May 15th.  
PLAN COMMISSION:  Tom Birmingham reported the Plan Commission met on March 18th. Website information for the Plan Commission is under construction.   The Parks and Lands Committee will meet with the Plan Commission on Tuesday, April 29th at 7:00 p.m. regarding future parks and roads.  Mr. Skare mentioned a new term of “sustainable” is being considered at Bayfield and information will be forwarded to the Gibraltar Plan Commission.  
ROOM TAX:  Dick Skare reported the tourism commission is spending $30,000 to counter the high gas prices.  An audit and annual report is being presented at their annual meeting; information will be forthcoming.  Enforcement issues are still being considered. The tourism commission will again try to attract Sturgeon Bay as a member.  

LAW ENFORCEMENT:  There was no report.  

SESQUICENTENNIAL:  Wayne Kudick reported Barb Kinsey gave a program this past week on the history of the Kinsey family.  Barb Kinsey did an excellent presentation and it was well attended.  The Robert K. Clark photo collection will be on display at the Town Center in the near future. The light pole banners should be installed in April.  

Andrea Kinsey-Jauquet reported she has been painting pictures of historical buildings and scenes of the Town of Gibraltar.  She has received a grant to do this.  From May 2 through June 16th these pictures will be on display at the Peninsula Art School.

CHAIR/COUNTY BOARD REPORT:  Mr. Runquist reported he has been working with the DNR regarding the dredging permit for Chambers Island prior to April 22’s deadline for dredging.  A waiver would be needed for dredging after that, with dredging to be done in July.  The road review is coming up; any concerns please send to the town office in writing.  Charter sent the Town the amount of $7,096.73 for franchise fees.  The May 1st meeting of the RPC will be regarding the continuation of the Fish Creek Motel construction.  With the election held yesterday, Mr. Runquist reported there are eight new members on the county board and the county board will need to choose a new chairperson.  

AGENDA ITEMS:

APPLICATION FOR CLASS “B” AND “CLASS C” LICENSE TO CHRISTOPHER COTE, AGENT – MR. HELSINKI:  Mr. Christopher Cote is applying for a liquor license for his brother’s business, Mr. Helsinki.  This is a Class “B” and “Class C” license.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve the Class “B” and “Class C” license for Mr. Christopher Cote of Mr. Helsinki with the Town receiving proof of closing.  Motion carried unanimously.  

INVASIVE SPECIES TRAINING – BOB BULTMAN:  Bob Bultman presented a program on invasive species. Bob is the coordinator of the Door County Invasive Species Team.  They received grant money to bring the invasive species information to municipal employees.  He will be presenting ten programs around the county from May through September for municipal employees.  This program is to help preserve our native landscape.  Bob will be sending emails regarding the set schedule.

SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST – 50-MILE WALK ON OCTOBER 17, 2008 – SEAN RYAN:  Mr. Ryan is requesting permission to hold a 50-mile walk for the MS benefit on October 17, 2008.  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to approve the special event request with the listed conditions.  No sale of food or drinks; 2 portables available at the Park and trash receptacles available with them removing such trash.  Motion carried unanimously.  

INSTALL CURBING IN FRONT OF NOBLE HOUSE ARCHIVE CENTER:  The Town Board is considering the installation of a curbing in front of the Noble House Archive Center to direct the flow of water to the storm water pipes and off the Noble House property.  The would also eliminate vehicles backing onto State Highway 42 in front of all the vehicles streaming down the Fish Creek Hill.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to approve the installation of the curb at a cost of $2,502.  Motion carried unanimously.  
AMENDING ORDINANCE 2008-01 TRAFFIC ORDINANCE:  This issue is off the agenda as the ordinance was not ready.    

ENTRANCE TECHNOLOGIES PROPOSAL:  Entrance Technologies proposal for maintenance service on the power doors at the Town Center does not include the travel time from Eagle River.  There would be no travel time charged for the one time maintenance service done on the doors.  In talking with Ted McCartney of Door County Maintenance at the Government Center, he stated they use Door Guard Security from Sturgeon Bay for service calls on their power doors on an as needed basis.  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Skare to approve Door Guard Security for service on the power doors on an as-needed basis.  Motion carried unanimously.  

APPROVE ACTION TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION:  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to approve the action taken in closed session in regard to employee review and raises.  Motion carried unanimously.  

SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST AND BANNER LOCATIONS:  Wayne Kudick is requesting a special event on Monday, July 28th, of the Peninsula Players Theatre doing “Hayfever” in Fish Creek Park (No tent) with use of the Town Hall if raining.  A banner will be on display for this event attached to the split rail fence just the day of the performance.  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Skare to approve this event as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Heartland Community Band concert on Sunday, September 14th at the Noble House Square.  No food.  However, there will be sale of commemoratives and a tent to cover the band.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve this event.  Motion carried unanimously.  An event banner is to be displayed the day of the event in front of the band.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Heritage Day, will be held on Saturday, June 21st in the afternoon after the dedication of the boathouse.  Use of town hall will be needed on Saturday, June 21st to display pictures, sell commemoratives, desserts and non-alcohol drinks.  Dedication of the Annex at the Noble House Square will also be held on this day.  A banner will be displayed where the band is to play.  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve this event.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Additional semi-permanent banners were requested at the following locations:  Juddville on Bill Frank’s property, Maple Grove Road and County F, Hwy 42 and County A, Fish Creek Park fence, Noble House front porch railing.  The banners must be out of the road right of way.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve these banners.  Motion carried unanimously.  

PAYMENT OF BILLS:  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve payment of the bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

ADJOURN:  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kellner, Clerk

