 TOWN OF GIBRALTAR

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2008

GIBRALTAR TOWN CENTER

4097 MAIN STREET

FISH CREEK WI 54212

7:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER:  Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Board members present were Merrell Runquist, Myrv Somerhalder, Brian Merkel, Dick Skare and Steve Sohns.    

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve the minutes of the December 10, 2007 and the January 2, 2008 meetings.  Motion carried unanimously.   

REPORTS:

PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE:  Brian Hackbarth had nothing to report this month.

ORDINANCES:  Ms. Kellner reported the ordinances were updated on the website.

FIRST RESPONDERS:  Dan Stahl reported that the First Responders have a refresher class tonight and that there were several calls this past month.  

AIRPORT COMMISSION:  Mr. Somerhalder reported Young Eagles Program would be held on May 3rd giving rides to Gibraltar school children from ages 8 to 18.  The maintenance building is nearing completion and a “walk-through” of the building with the contractor will be done next Thursday at 9:30 a.m.  A wall closing off the restroom from the cold storage area was not installed and the correction will be made.  The U-Fuel System requires more information from the two municipalities that will require a special meeting between Ephraim and Gibraltar.  The clerk will contact Mr. Councilman regarding his available dates and then schedule a date workable with both municipalities.  Mr. Somerhalder suggested March or April for the joint meeting.  Above ground tanks versus in ground tanks were discussed.  The U-Fuel System will cost between $180,000 to $200,000.  Mr. Merkel asked Mr. Somerhalder if heat was considered in the cold storage area of the airport building.  Mr. Somerhalder stated that insulation could be installed at a later date.  Mr. Merkel also questioned a heat source be installed to thaw ice from the snow removal equipment.  Mr. Skare reminded the board regarding the retrofit of the Town Shop.

HARBOR COMMISSION:  Dave Harris reported Walt’s Petroleum has submitted all the permits.  Mr. Kolodziej has designed the parking area regarding the lot design for paving.  The Boathouse remodeling continues.  Mr. Runquist reported that Mr. Kahr is submitting the dredging permit for Chambers Island. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Dan Stahl reported there were 5 calls this past month.  WRIT joint training was held in Sister Bay.  Mr. Stahl announced there would be a Pancake Breakfast at the Fire Station starting at 7 a.m. on Saturday, February 9th.  Funds raised will be used to offset the cost of reprogramming radios for the new system.  Mr. Stahl mentioned several auctions that are available.  Mr. Merkel questioned other municipality’s equipment stored in our building.  Mr. Stahl reported Ephraim’s antique fire truck is stored there while they are doing some remodeling and the truck engine is being sent out to be rebuilt.  Mr. Runquist stated that permission for this type of storage should always be granted through the Town Board.  

NOBLE HOUSE:  Eunice Rutherford reported the heat is now on in the annex and the carpet and tile is ordered.  Mrs. Rutherford thanked John Young for his hard work on the construction.  The Picture Show was presented last Thursday and was very successful.  Mrs. Rutherford thanked Allen and Anne Clark for the old photographs.  Pictures from 1908 of the Fish Creek Harbor and Dock were displayed.  More picture shows will be forthcoming.  The summer programs are set and both docents are returning.  

WATERSHED:  Jim Jauquet had no report this month.

CONSTRUCTION REPORT:  John Young reported that the Noble House is on schedule.  The materials ordered for Dock and Noble House will arrive next Friday.  The restrooms will be installed next week.  The partitions for the restrooms have arrived and will be installed after the tile.  Due to weather conditions, the work on the roof at the Dock is a little behind.  Mr. Young stated the quality of workmanship by Zeise on the car siding is outstanding.  The handicap ramp at the Noble House needs to be longer.  Mr. Young reported that both construction projects should be close to finished by the end of March.  Mr. Wayne Kudick recommended computer hookup be installed for the Noble House Annex at this time.  

PLAN COMMISSION:  Tom Birmingham reported the Plan Commission reviewed publication of the historical preservation guidelines.  Mr. Dahl, the Town attorney, is reviewing the proposed lighting ordinance in comparison to best practices.  Foth continues with the official map work.  The Plan Commission continues working on the implementation goals.  The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 26th.  Mr. Runquist questioned if Plan Commission receive an application regarding the Fish Creek Motel.  Mr. Birmingham reported nothing has been received.  

ROOM TAX COMMISSION:  Bill Weddig reported the Town of Gibraltar received the November Room Tax collections of $4,737.55.  The Software project is progressing very well and it is planned to file the January report online.  The market plan is progressing and a presentation is planned for the annual meeting at the auditorium in May.  Mr. Skare reported the interviews for the administrative assistant are scheduled for next week.    

LAW ENFORCEMENT:  Brian Merkel had nothing to report.  Mr. Somerhalder reported the DOT is planning to start the resurfacing of Highway 42 from Egg Harbor to Fish Creek starting in April of 2009, and completed by July 4th of 2009.  
SESQUICENTENNIAL:  Wayne Kudick reported the website for the Gibraltar Sesquicentennial is now available at gibraltar150.org.  This website is linked to the Gibraltar Historical Association and Fish Creek Civic Association website.  Mr. Kudick reported there will be a dock repair dedication, dedication of the cemetery addition, a walking tour booklet, history of Fish Creek brochure and banners displayed around the village area.    

CHAIR/COUNTY BOARD REPORT:  Mr. Runquist reported the county is working on a draft of the Comprehensive Storm Water Runoff Ordinance that will be presented to the RPC tomorrow.  This is informational only.  The county’s Comprehensive Plan continues and should be ahead of the 2010 deadline.  The Wind Energy Use Facility Ordinance will be in effect.  Mr. Runquist asked if there were any snowplowing issues and reported there is a shortage of salt in the county due to the increase of snowfall.  The new Community Programs director and Human Resources director took office on Monday. 

Mr. Richard Skare announced that he would be running for the Senate Assembly in District 1.  This would be running against Garey Bies.  

AGENDA ITEMS:

APPLICATION FOR CLASS “B” AND “CLASS C” LICENSE – UNKEFER INC – JOHN BRITT UNKEFER, AGENT:  Unkefer Inc., John Britt Unkefer as agent, is applying for a Class “B” and “Class C” license for Digger’s Grill at 4023 Main Street, Fish Creek WI.  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to approve the Class “B” and “Class C” license contingent upon the finalizing of the closing.  Motion carried unanimously.  

REQUEST FOR SESQUICENTENNIAL BANNERS ON FISH CREEK WELCOME SIGN:  Wayne Kudick is requesting permission from the Gibraltar Town Board to place a Sesquicentennial banner on the bottom of the Fish Creek Welcome sign.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Merkel to approve a banner not to exceed 3’ X 8’ is the largest the sign can be and not to cover the bronze plaque on sign.  Motion carried unanimously.  

SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST – PENINSULA ART SCHOOL – DOOR COUNTY PLEIN AIR FESTIVAL ON JULY 26, 2008:  Cathy Hoke-Gonzales is requesting permission from the Gibraltar Town Board to again hold the “Plein Air Festival” from July 26th to August 4th.  They would like to use Clark Park on July 26th from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. for a Quick Paint competition as well as a Kid’s Paint Out 

Event.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve the Plein Air Festival.  Motion carried unanimously.  

SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST – PENINSULA STATE PARK – TALKING TOMBSTONES AT BLOSSOMBERG CEMETERY AUGUST 5, 2008 AND AUGUST 4, 2009:  Eunice Rutherford explained that the Gibraltar Historical Association and Peninsula State Park is planning a “Talking Tombstones” as part of Gibraltar’s Sesquicentennial on August 5, 2008.  However, they would also like to plan it for next year on August 4, 2009.  A special pass to go to Blossomberg Cemetery for participants will be available.  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to approve the “Talking Tombstones” for the two-year period.  Motion carried unanimously.  
PROPOSED FLOATING FUEL DOCK:  Dave Harris explained that the Harbor Commission would like to include a floating fuel dock in the construction plan for 2008, as it would allow safer and faster fueling.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Skare to approve the proposed floating fuel dock at a cost of  $15,000.  This project is only $6,000 over the budgeted expenses.  Motion carried unanimously.  

CHAMBERS ISLAND FIRE NUMBERING SYSTEM:  The Door County Planning Department is concerned with emergency response on Chambers Island, as there is no fire numbering system.  The have submitted a fire numbering system based on the property identification numbers related to section location.  Mr. Skare stated that more information was needed from Mr. Pollock.  Dan Stahl stated that he is in favor of this to a point regarding the location for emergency services.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to table this issue.  Motion carried unanimously.  

SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST – PANCAKE BREAKFAST AT FIRE STATION FEBRUARY 9 AND BANNERS TO BE DISPLAYED:  Dan Stahl is requesting permission to hold a Pancake Breakfast at the Gibraltar Fire Station on Saturday, February 9th from 7 a.m. to noon in conjunction with the Fish Creek Winter Festival.  They are requesting permission to display a banner for this event at each end of the village area on Highway 42.  Money raised from this breakfast will help to offset the cost of upgrading the radios for the fire department and first responders.  It was moved by Mr. Runquist and seconded by Mr. Skare to approve the special event request for the Pancake Breakfast with banners at the fire station and on Hwy 42 at Co F and Co. A.  Motion carried unanimously.  

REQUEST FOR KEEP OLD AIRPORT BUILDING AND LEASE TO “FRIENDS OF EPHRAIM-GIBRALTAR AIRPORT”:  The members of the “Friends of Ephraim-Gibraltar Airport” are requesting permission to lease the old airport building.  Mr. Somerhalder spoke in behalf of the “Friends”.  The Gibraltar Town Board directed the Airport Commission to draft a lease arrangement for this possibility.  

GYPSY MOTH SUPPRESSION PROGRAM – BARBARA PIECHOCKI:  Barbara Piechocki described the 131 acre area on Chambers Island to be spayed for gypsy moth this year.  There may not be grant program available for this.  Ms. Piechocki distributed maps of treatment area to take place this spring.  If a property owner wants their property removed from the spay list they must write to Barb by February 22nd, 2008.  Inspections for infestation are done September/November.  Dick Craig is the person on Chambers Island who has been working with the DNR.  Ms. Piechocki thanked the Town Board for their support and cooperation.  Algoma Lumber Co is not willing to have their land sprayed.  The minimum acreage to be sprayed is 20 acres.  

PAYMENT OF BILLS:  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Merkel to approve payment of the bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

ADJOURN:  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Sohns to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 9:18 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kellner, Clerk

