 TOWN OF GIBRALTAR

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 2008

GIBRALTAR TOWN CENTER

4097 MAIN STREET

FISH CREEK WI 54212

7:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER:  Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Board members present were Merrell Runquist, Dick Skare, Myrv Somerhalder, Brian Merkel and Steve Sohns.      

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to approve the minutes of the April 2, 2008 meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.   

REPORTS:

PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE:  Brian Hackbarth reported the sprinkler system has been installed at Clark Park but is not what was expected.  Brian has been trying to reach the Sprinkler Company to discuss this difference.  Brian felt as it was installed it will limit the use of the park due to the sprinkler heads and the spacing of the pipes.  

ORDINANCES:  Sharon Kellner had nothing to report for ordinances.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Dan Stahl reported there were 20 calls this past month.  Joint training with all the northern door fire departments (the Bill Weborg Challenge) was held in Carlsville.  Dan Stahl announced that he would be stepping down as Fire Chief as of September 1, 2008.  He will still be a member of the department as long as he is able.  Dan thanked the Town Board for their support over the years.  

FIRST RESPONDERS:  Jon Stahl reported there were a couple calls this past month making it 19 for the year.  Preparation planning for the half marathon in Peninsula Park went very well.  Blood Borne Pathogen training was held.  The issue with the defibs has been resolved.  The law officer has been given a defib.

AIRPORT COMMISSION:  Mr. Somerhalder reported the ground around the building has been smoothed out and seeded.  Myrv attended an airport management seminar this past week.  Jon Neville reported 43 kids were given airplane rides at the airport this past Sunday.  Everything went very well and everyone had an excellent time.  

HARBOR COMMISSION:  Dave Harris reported the construction is moving along very well.  Mike Kahr will put in the fuel dock starting tomorrow with weather permitting.  The dock opens May 15th and the staffing is all set.  Paving (first lift) of the parking lot should start tomorrow.  

NOBLE HOUSE:  No report was available.

WATERSHED:  Jim Jauquet reported the results from the last test, which covered all sheds, showed low results.  
CONSTRUCTION REPORT:  John Young reported the Noble House is 95% completed.  The boat house cabinets should be installed by Friday.  Concrete is finished along with the electrical.  

ROOM TAX:  Dick Skare reported the room tax commission is revising the by-laws and intergovernmental agreement for presentation to the involved municipalities for approval.  Extra funds will be spent for regional purposes due to the high gas prices.  The Visitor Bureau is taking action regarding this issue.  For persons who are required to pay room tax but are delinquent, action may be taken.  Gibraltar collected the most room tax in the county for the year 2007.  Sturgeon Bay has not joined the room tax commission yet. 

SESQUICENTENNIAL:  Wayne Kudick showed the hats and shirts representing the sesquicentennial for the Town of Gibraltar/Fish Creek.   Banners are being installed on the streetlight poles around the village area.  May 3rd was the program on the painted history of Fish Creek/Gibraltar.  June 21st will be Heritage Day in the village area with the dedication of the Dock and the Annex at the Noble House.  Baylake Bank has donated $500 for audio equipment.  

CHAIR/COUNTY BOARD REPORT:  Mr. Runquist reported the dredging permit for Chambers Island has been received, but the water has risen over a foot, so dredging isn’t planned at this time.  A hearing was held on the continuation of the Fish Creek Motel construction.  Due to the length of the hearing a decision will be made next Thursday, May 15th.  

AGENDA ITEMS:

SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST – FISH CREEK CIVIC ASSOCIATION FIREWORKS – JULY 5, 2008 AT CLARK PARK:  The Civic Association is requesting permission for fireworks on Saturday July 5th with a rain date of July 6th.  The event would run from noon until 9:00 p.m. at Clark Park.  A Temporary Picnic license of beer and wine is being requested.  Banners being displayed for the event; 5 portables behind the Town Hall; a dumpster also behind the Town Hall; 2 parking spots reserved for loading; a barge using the barge ramp; and placement of a tent for food and beverage; with a tent for the band.  It was moved by Brian Merkel and seconded by Steve Sohns to approve the above items as requested.  Motion carried unanimously.   It was moved by Steve Sohns and seconded by Brian Merkel to approve a Temporary Picnic License of beer and wine for July 5 and 6.  Motion carried unanimously.

SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST – SETTLEMENT SHOP OWNER’S ASSOCIATION – SETTLEMENT FINE ART FAIR AUGUST 2 AND SEPTEMBER 27, 2008:  The Settlement Show Owner’s Association is again requesting permission to hold the Fine Art Fair on August 2nd and September 27th.  This would involve a banner announcing the event 6 days prior to each event and small tents for the vendors.  It was moved by Myrv Somerhalder and seconded by Steve Sohns to approve the above items as requested.  Motion carried unanimously.  

SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST DOOR COUNTY GREEN FUND – BOB POLLMAN – JUNE 25 AND AUGUST 28:  Door County Green Fund per Robert Pollman is requesting permission to hold a “Hands On Wine” at Hands on Art Studio on June 26th and August 28th.  This would be a wine tasting of 1.5 ounces per person.    The empty bottles will be used to create a customized/decorated/painted bottle and glass.  Food and music will be included with the ticket purchase.  It was moved by Dick Skare and seconded by Brian Merkel to approve the special event of wine tasting only (no bottle sales).  Motion carried unanimously.

APPLICATION FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT BY RON & CAROL VANDEWALLE PARCEL NUMBER 014-02-26312722E FOR ROOF ALTERATION TO INCREASE LIVING SPACE:  The VandeWalle’s are requesting permission to raise the height of their roof to correct multiple roof lines; solve quite a bit of roof leaking; and add residential living space in the owners accommodations.  The Gibraltar Plan Commission is recommending that the Town Board support the Petition for Conditional Use by the VandeWalles.  It was moved by Brian Merkel and seconded by Dick Skare to support this Petition for Conditional Use.  Motion carried unanimously.  

OLD AIRPORT OFFICE BUILDING LEASE WITH FRIENDS OF EPHRAIM-GIBRALTAR AIRPORT:  The proposed lease of the old airport building was reviewed.  The municipality will have insurance on the building.  It was moved by Steve Sohns and seconded by Dick Skare to modify the lease and authorize the Town Chair to sign the lease with the following:


· Term of lease is for 3 years.

· Insurance to be $500,000/$1,000,000 liability and property insurance

· The Lessee must receive approval from the Lessor for alterations to the building.

· The Lessors shall have a key to the leased building for the inspection purposes.  

· The Lessee agrees to give the Lessor a thirty (30) day notice to terminate the lease.

· Lessee shall make handicapped accessible requirements to the building.  

Motion carried unanimously.  

PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE REQUEST FOR BUBBLER IN CLARK PARK:  The Parks and Lands Committee is requesting permission for a bubbler be installed in Clark Park.  It was moved by Brian Merkel and seconded by Myrv Somerhalder to table this item due to a possible need to inquire about connection to a sewer.  Motion carried unanimously.  

CHAMBERS ISLAND FIRE STATION RADIO TOWER PROPOSAL:  Chris Hecht, representing all the fire departments in Door County, stated that a federal grant was applied for to improve emergency communications in the county.  This new system will be paralleling the communication system in Door County, as there are dead spots around Door County.  Cellcom has offered to install a tower on Chambers Island with the fire department having free use of their tower.  The Diocese of Green Bay would need to have an agreement with the Town of Gibraltar regarding that land that Gibraltar is leasing from the Diocese for the fire station.  The fire department will cover the funding of the cost of the lease agreement.  Cellcom will pay tower installation and future ongoing and maintenance.  More land would need to be leased from the Diocese by the Town of Gibraltar due to the height of the tower and the need for space for bracing of the tower.  It was moved by Merrell Runquist and seconded by Dick Skare to endorse this concept and further negotiations as long as Cellcom pays the installation and future ongoing expenses and maintenance.  Motion carried unanimously.

AD FOR TERMS EXPIRING IN PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE AND HARBOR COMMISSION:  The Parks and Lands Committee has two terms expiring; that being Carol Olson’s and Ken Harrington’s.  The Harbor Commission has two terms expiring; that being Brian Merkel’s and Paul Woerfel’s.  It was moved by Brian Merkel and seconded by Steve Sohns to advertise these terms.  Motion carried unanimously.  

HIRING PART-TIME MAINTENANCE PERSON:  It was moved by Brian Merkel and seconded by Dick Skare to advertise for the part-time help for the Maintenance Department.  Motion carried unanimously.  

ROAD REVIEW REPORT:  Mr. Runquist the following road paving for 2008:

· Re-stripe the entire village area

· Cottage Row at Maple Street remove the old blacktop of east side of street for 71’

· Cottage Row south of Maple Street for 38’ both sides

· Yellow stripe new curb in front of Noble House annex on Hwy 42

· From #8907 south of Gibraltar Bluff Road for 1946’

· Orchard Road from Gibraltar Bluff Road to Hwy 42 16’ wide for 1925’

· Grade lower end of Peninsula Players Road

· Juddville Road Hill from Island View Road to White Cliff Road 756’

· Grade Short Road

· Center Section of Juddville road east 5980’ (do half)

· Grade gravel portion of Gardner Court

· Highland Road east of High Plateau Rd for 1061’

· Triangle Road east of Cty F for 2671’

· Re-gravel spur north of Gibraltar section of Meadow Road

· Gibraltar road at fire #2984 west for 200’

· Wandering Road center section 16’ width for 5352’ (do half)
(All paving would be 1 1/2” overlay)

It was moved by Myrv Somerhalder and seconded by Dick Skare to approve the proposed road paving for 2008 with two changes.  On Juddville Road do half of the 5980’ and on Wandering Road do half of the 5352’, which would bring the total to $189,000.  Motion carried unanimously.  

FUTURE OF MUNICIPAL TAXPAYERS COMMISSION:  Discussion has been held between the members of the Municipal Taxpayers Commission regarding its future.  There are three different options:

1. Maintain the structure and keep the money.

2. Maintain the organization as it is and disburse the amount except $100 (whatever minimum) to keep the account open.

3. Disband altogether.

It was moved by Dick Skare and seconded by Brian Merkel to maintain the organization as it is and disburse the amount except ($100) to keep the account open.  Motion carried unanimously.   

SURVEY OF ADDITION TO BLOSSOMBERG CEMETERY:  A survey is needed with the addition of approximately 7 acres to Blossomberg Cemetery.  To the outline of the 7 acres with proposed roads.  Develop roads as needed.  Then take one acre at a time to do detail survey for each lot.  It was moved by Dick Skare and seconded by Brian Merkel to follow the above plan.  Motion carried with four in favor and Myrv Somerhalder abstaining.  

AMENDING ORDINANCE 2008-01 TRAFFIC ORDINANCE:  It was moved by Dick Skare and seconded by Myrv Somerhalder to table this issue.  Motion carried unanimously.  

SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST BY NOR DOOR SPORT & CYCLERY FOR JUNE 28 – JULY 3rd:  Nor Door Sport and Cyclery is requesting permission to hold the Benefit Bike Ride and the 25th anniversary of Nor Door Sport & Cyclery from June 28th through July 3rd.  Small tents will be put up with portables also available.  A banner is requested for two week prior to the event.  It was moved by Myrv Somerhalder and seconded by Dick Skare to approve the special event request with the above items as requested.  Motion carried with four in favor and Brian Merkel abstaining.  

PAYMENT OF BILLS:  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve payment of the bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

ADJOURN:  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Skare to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 10:08 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kellner, Clerk

