TOWN OF GIBRALTAR

PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2009

GIBRALTAR TOWN CENTER

4097 HIGHWAY 42 FISH CREEK WI

8:00 A.M.

Andrea Kinsey-Jauquet called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m.

Members present were:  Andrea Kinsey-Jauquet, Renny Lea and Jayson Merkel.  Absent were Brian Hackbarth and Pat Spielman.

Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting.  It was moved by Jayson Merkel and seconded by Renny Lea to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Advertise for Garden Care:  Andrea Kinsey-Jauquet explained the garden book created by Carol Olson regarding all the gardens in the Town of Gibraltar.  Andrea stated there would be an ad in the newspaper for proposals for gardening.  

Jayson stated that we need to establish a fixed budget and obtain and estimate for plants and fertilizing.  Anything more needs approval by the Parks and Lands Committee.  Jayson has his professional check each garden once per week and notify him if they need watering.  One person from the Parks and Lands Committee should oversee the work on the gardens.  Several professionals mentioned were:  Jayson mentioned Green Side Up (Caleb Whitney), Becky Funk per Pat Spielman, and Peter Whitt per Renny Lea for advisory.  The gardens at the Town Hall are out of control per Andrea and need to be scaled back.  Gardens of concern are the Welcome Sign Garden, Town Hall Garden, and Clark Park Garden.  Have plants that are low maintenance.  

Andrea Kinsey-Jauquet stated that Arbor Day would be a good day to set aside for a clean up day.  

Rain Gardens:  Renny Lea mentioned that rain gardens that would help with water runoff.  Rain gardens can be placed at the corner of buildings to distribute water runoff from the buildings.  The professional hired can decide where the rain gardens might work in regarding to a drainage system.  Andrea stated that Laura Buske who applied for the Parks and Lands Committee last year is again interested in being on the committee and would be an excellent person regarding gardens as she has interest in this.  

Recycling Refuse Cans:  Renny Lea talked about the heavy waste receptacles around the village area.  This will be discussed at next month’s meeting.  Renny explained that the State of Wisconsin Parks and Recreation Department holds three meetings per year.  Door County is hosting the summer conference.  Three different companies will be present to demonstrate beach cleaning.  If the County purchases a beach cleaner, it may be possible that each community could sign up for use of the cleaner or have the County do the cleaning.  The Conference will be held from July 22nd through the 24th.  

Andrea explained that she feels the Town should be more proactive regarding recycling.  Renny Lea found receptacles on the website of Great Lakes Specialty.   Jayson emphasized that it is difficult to get the public to recycle.  People don’t watch and place garbage in the recycling bins contaminating the recycling and making it “garbage”.  

Andrea mentioned a type of container that could be attached to trees along the trail at Sunset Beach Park to collect cigarette butts, containers, etc.  Tim Biwer mentioned that the present waste receptacles are heavy so the kids can’t throw them around.  The aggregate look is very good looking.  They are easy to quick power wash to keep them clean. 

Andrea reported that she contacted George Pinney from the Door County Parks Department regarding the storm water drainage grates that state “Storm Water Drains to Fresh Water”.  The County Highway Commissioner will check with the State Department of Transportation regarding these grates.  When Highway 42 is resurfaced in 2012, this needs to be considered.  

Andrea asked if Jayson would work with Tim in Fish Creek Park regarding the trails and the signs for the trails.  The signs need to match what is on the map.  When the kiosk is built this map and brochures will be in the kiosk.  Jayson stated he would be willing to do this.  Andrea stated that she would take care of the history of the park which will go on the back of the kiosk.  Renny Lea will make sure the brochures and information is stocked in the kiosk.  Andrea stated that one of the new persons on the committee can work with Tim regarding invasive species.  

Review 5-Year Plan:  Work on the crosswalks continues.  The committee felt that the 5-year plan was okay as presented.  

Sharon Kellner reminded Marston Anderson regarding the stone wall repair at Clark Park.  The east side of Clark Park was the part that Merrell Runquist requested be done next.  Andrea will check with Merrell regarding this.  

Adjourn:  It was moved by Jayson and seconded by Renny to adjourn.  Motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kellner, Clark

