TOWN OF GIBRALTAR
PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE

TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2009

4097 HIGHWAY 42 FISH CREEK WI 54212
Call to Order: Brian Hackbarth called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.

Members Present:  Brian Hackbarth, Laurie Buske, Mike Ashley, and Renny Lea.  Jayson Merkel was absent.  Also present were Dick Skare, Steve Sohns and Brian Merkel.  

Brian Hackbarth introduced the two new members:  Laurie Buske and Mike Ashley.  Sharon Kellner congratulated Brian on being appointed for another term on the Parks and Lands Committee.  Each member introduced themselves.  

It was moved by Renny Lea and seconded by Mike Ashley to appoint Brian Hackbarth as chairperson.  Motion carried unanimously.    
It was moved by Renny Lea and seconded by Mike Ashley to approve the minutes of the previous meeting as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Recreation Plan Review:  Dick Skare explained the history of the proposal for a recreational plan on the Airport property approximately ten years ago.  At that time the proposed rec plan was estimated to cost $1.5 million. The property is owned in conjunction with Ephraim, so they would need to approve any proposed plan for the Airport property.  At the time of the proposed rec plan, Gibraltar School was interested in some of the components for use by the school.  The present volleyball court is in the area of the proposed rec plan.  It is a strong possibility that restrooms would be a priority in the rec plan.  The different components considered were soccer, basketball, ice skating, skateboarding, volleyball, walking.  Permission would need to be obtained from the Bureau of Aeronautics for any proposed activity on Airport property.  No snowmobile trails cross this property but do come within approximately half.  A parking lot for snowmobile trailers is a need in the Town of Gibraltar.  Creating this proposed rec plan in stages may be realistic.  Brian Hackbarth stated the community park needs were estimated in the SCORP Report. Renny Lea suggesting having an Open House to obtain the community’s opinion regarding a rec area.  

Sprinkling System at Old Town Hall:  Sharon Kellner reported the sprinkling system at the old Town Hall has been installed.  The Sprinkler Company has started the sprinkling systems at the Fire Station, Town Center and Clark Park.    

Kiosk Report:  Brian Hackbarth reported that Tom Birmingham offered to build the kiosk in Fish Creek Park, donating his labor.  Tom plans to have the kiosk completed by the end of May.    

Summer Projects:

Marigolds:  Tim Biwer will plant the Marigolds along Main Street after the flower garden at the Welcome Sign has been reduced in size, as maintenance is too time consuming.  
Pocket Gardens:  Tim Biwer reported that the three pocket gardens across from the public beach will be removed and grass planted.  
Flower Gardens:  Sharon Kellner reported that the person who was to maintain the gardens in the village area couldn’t follow through so Beth Hagen and Sharon Kellner will be maintaining the gardens this year.  At the Town Hall and the Schreiber Garden the Marigold theme of the village area will be carried through.  Each year the gardens will be improved.  
Railing at Public Beach:  Brian Hackbarth stated that a railing is needed at the Public Beach where the grass area steps down to the beach.  Tim will request a proposal from Joe Biwer for a railing at the Public Beach.  This will be an agenda item for the next Parks and Lands meeting.  

Open Discussion:  Renny Lea talked about setting up an informational meeting to inquire as to interest in a task force regarding invasive species.  The Parks and Lands Committee gave approval for this program.     

Laurie Buske reported that she has saved 28 Cedar trees from Sesquicentennial Celebration.  Presently they are planted in the flower beds at the Noble House.  Tim Biwer reported that some can be planted behind Hide Side Casual, next to the Noble House.

Adjourn:  It was moved by Renny Lea and seconded by Laurie Buske to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 9:00 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kellner, Clerk

