 TOWN OF GIBRALTAR

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2008

GIBRALTAR TOWN CENTER

4097 MAIN STREET

FISH CREEK WI 54212

7:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER:  Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Board members present were Merrell Runquist, Dick Skare, Myrv Somerhalder, Brian Merkel and Steve Sohns.      

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Merkel to approve the minutes of the August 6, 2008 meetings.  Motion carried unanimously.   

REPORTS:

PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE:  Andrea Kinsey-Jauquet reported the committee is presently assessing all Town Parks in the Town of Gibraltar.  A new design for the kiosk in Fish Creek Park was considered and cost proposals will be forthcoming.  The new kiosk is similar to the Fish Creek Civic Association kiosk.  Andrea investigated the donated kiosks the county is receiving.  The sliding doors are Plexiglas and the roof is metal instead of wood.  This will be brought before the Parks and Lands Committee at the next meeting.  The boat trailer parking lot needs rejuvenating. 

ORDINANCES:  Sharon Kellner had nothing to report for ordinances.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Dan Stahl reported there were 15 calls this past month.    There was a structure fire in Egg Harbor with most damage to the garage.  The front landing gear of an airplane folded upon impact, but no personal injury.  Mid-door training involved advancement of hoses.  Mike Mittermann mentioned the big equipment is waiting for barge transportation to Chambers Island for the Cellcom tower.  The next fire class will begin in two weeks.  This can be for certified and non-certified fire personnel.  At the First Responder meeting Jayson Merkel was voted as Senior First Responder.  

FIRST RESPONDERS:  Jayson Merkel reported 18 calls last month.  Normal in-house training was held this past month.  Another first responder call was needed on Chambers Island.  Everything went well.  Mike Neal from the DNR and Andy Crowell the police officer for the Town of Gibraltar will attend next months town meeting to discuss the Chambers Island concerns.  

AIRPORT COMMISSION:  Mr. Somerhalder reported August was busy.  The Friends of Ephraim-Gibraltar Airport provided a new windsock, a bench in the memory of Jim Blau, and a red-paver sidewalk for the entrance to the new airport office.  The new mower for the airport should arrive this week.  A decision will need to be made regarding the future of the old tractor.  Scenic rides are busy this year.  

HARBOR COMMISSION:  There was no report at this time.

NOBLE HOUSE:  Eunice Rutherford reported August was a very busy month.  Tuesday, September 9th is the annual meeting and a program of Duncan Thorp telling stories of old Fish Creek.  On Saturday, September 13th a band concert will be held at the Fire Station with a party for Dan Stahl’s retirement.    Another band will be playing on September 20th.  The steps at Noble House have been painted, and security system was added to the garage unit.  The garage unit is receiving a lot of use.  

WATERSHED:  Jim Jauquet reported no testing has been done, as this August was the driest August in Wisconsin since 1930.  

CONSTRUCTION REPORT:  John Young reported Noble House is complete.  Still trying to get the proper tags at the Dock House.  

ROOM TAX:  Bill Weddig reported the Tourism Zone Commission reviewed the June income.  June showed a large number of late May filers with an increase of 2.9% (The amount of tax collected).  
LAW ENFORCEMENT:  Mr. Merkel reported Labor Day weekend was busy.  The Duathalon was very busy with between 75 to 100 people involved.  The DNR is doing surveillance on Chambers Island as well as the Gibraltar Town Officer.   

SESQUICENTENNIAL:  A written report of the coming events was submitted to the Town Board.  

PLAN COMMISSION:  Tom Birmingham reported the Plan Commission completed its review of the overlay of the Gibraltar Sign Ordinance, which will be on the October Town Board agenda.  Foth will give an estimate for the upgrading of the Gibraltar storm sewer system.  Mapping is being worked on with the Town Office regarding the overlays.

CHAIR/COUNTY BOARD REPORT:  Merrell Runquist reported Jon Stahl is the new Fire Chief.  Merrell reported that Steve Sohns has been appointed a board liaison for the Gibraltar Fire Department.  

AGENDA ITEMS:  

REVIEW BIDS RECEIVED FOR IMPROVEMENT OF ISLAND VIEW ROAD:  Steve Parent from Baudhuin Inc., received two bids for Island View Road.  Harbor Construction bid $108,854.50 and Iron Works Construction bid $111,635.  Five sets of proposal information were sent out with only two returned and it was felt this was due to the required stone excavation.  Many contractors do not have this experience.  Steve Parent reviewed the bids for discrepancies.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Merkel to approve the Harbor Construction bid at $108,854.50 and to include an engineering supervision certification.  The tight supply of oil and asphalt was the reason for the higher bid than estimated.  Motion carried unanimously.  

SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST – DOOR COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY:  The “Taste of the Top” is again requesting permission for outside sales with a Temporary Wine License for Saturday, September 17th from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and a 24 square foot banner is requested for two weeks prior to the event.  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve the special event request and Temporary Wine License and a 24 square foot banner.  Motion carried unanimously.

SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST – LAUTENBACH’S ORCHARD COUNTRY INC FOR OUTSIDE SALES AND BANNER:  Lautenbach’s Orchard Country Inc., is requesting permission for outside sales, with no alcohol, to be held on September 27th from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to approve the special event request with a banner for September 27th.   Motion carried with four in favor and Mr. Merkel abstained.  

STORMWATER PRESENTATION BY GREG COLTHURST OF DOOR COUNTY SOIL AND WATER:  Greg Coulthurst of Door County Soil and Water spoke regarding stormwater concerns.  Rain Gardens help to restore ground water.   The goal of stormwater runoff is to reduce the adverse stormwater runoff effects.  The bedrock in Door County is highly fractured rock and moves the water through the rock very quickly.  There are shallow soil conditions in Door County.  Administrative Code NR 151 deals with the storm water for non-agriculture performance.  Most storm water goes into the ground unfiltered.  Many public beaches are being closed after a rainfall event due to e-coli pollution.  Six solutions to storm water runoff are:  1) slow it down, 2) store it, 3) infiltrate it, 4) disconnect it, 5) keep it clean, and 6) be accountable.  

REVIEW SURVEY OF BLOSSOMBERG CEMETERY:  The Gibraltar Town Board reviewed the survey of Blossomberg Cemetery by walking the boundary of the new addition to the cemetery.  It was decided to brush out north of the present cemetery leaving substantial trees, also leaving some substantial trees along the east line.  The town maintenance will do the brushing east of the present cemetery.  A contractor will be obtained to cut and brush the one acre are to the north of the present cemetery.  Tom Blackwood was along to make suggestions.  Mr. Somerhalder will make a copy of the new survey and send it to Andrea Kinsey-Jauquet for the Parks and Lands Committee.  

GRIZZLY SCENIC AIR TOURS LLC REQUEST FOR REDUCTION OF TOUR COMMISSION:  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to table this issue.  Motion carried unanimously.  

REVIEW DRAFT OF ECONOMIC IMPACT REPORT OF EPHRAIM-GIBRALTAR AIRPORT:  The Gibraltar Town Board reviewed the draft of the economic impact report of the Ephraim-Gibraltar Airport.  Ephraim has made a minor correction, stating that the study was based on documented landings and is a more defensible study per Ms. Hagen, Deputy Clerk.  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Merkel to accept the report as corrected.  Motion carried unanimously.

ADVERTISE FOR AIRPORT COMMISSION EXPIRATION OF TERM:  Myrv Somerhalder’s term is expiring on the airport commission as of September 2008.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Skare to advertise the interested persons.  Motion carried unanimously.  

SET DATES OF BUDGET HEARINGS:  It’s that time of the year again.  The first meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 14 starting at 6:00 p.m. and Wednesday, October 22nd with the time to be determined.  

PAYMENT OF BILLS:  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to pay the bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  

ADJOURN:  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Skare to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kellner, Clerk







