TOWN OF GIBRALTAR

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2008

GIBRALTAR TOWN CENTER

4097 MAIN STREET FISH CREEK WI 54212

7:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER:  Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Board members present were Merrell Runquist, Dick Skare, Myrv Somerhalder, Brian Merkel and Steve Sohns.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Merkel to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  

REPORTS:

PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE:  Renny Lea reported the Parks and Lands Committee reviewed the addition to Blossomberg Cemetery with Myrv; the kiosk plan was reviewed and Tom Birmingham has offered to donate the construction of the kiosk.  The boat trailer parking lot needs care.  Tree planting was discussed with two trees to be planted and one tree transplanted.  

ORDINANCE:  Sharon Kellner had nothing to report for the past month.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Jon Stahl reported there were 16 calls in the month of September.  The retirement party for the outgoing Fire Chief, Dan Stahl, was a great time, including the band concert.  Entry-level fire fighter class is going well with the meeting being held at the fire station tonight.  Steve Sohns met with the fire department officers and is impressed with the new ideas and plans.  The cell tower on Chambers Island had the last section installed last week.  Small items still need to be completed.  The project should be completed by mid-November.  

FIRST RESPONDERS:  Jayson Merkel reported there were 12 calls in the month of September.  Truck fund is presently $18,900, with the proposed cost between $30,000 to $36,000.

AIRPORT COMMISSION: Mryv Somerhalder reported the Airport is slowing down.  The budget for 2009 was completed.  The Friends of the Airport is donating an outside faucet.  The airport will close the end of October.  

HARBOR COMMISSION:  Dave Harris reported last weekend was very busy and the dock will close October 15th.  Having the larger fuel tanks has been a savings.  Bruce Bishop will not come back next year.  Mike Kahr continues his work on the dock at Chambers Island.  Dredging on Chambers Island is on hold with Dave Harris checking the situation continually.  

NOBLE HOUSE:  Eunice Rutherford reported the Noble House is winding down with closing the end of October.  Eunice thanked the Fire Department for holding the retirement party at the Fire Department.  The new education center has been a great addition.  October 14th the Gibraltar Talks will be on the Indians of Door County.  

WATERSHED:  There was no report at this time for the watershed program.  With it being so dry Merrell Runquist asked the Fire Chief regarding a burning ban.  Jon said there may be a ban next week if rain is not forthcoming soon.

CONSTRUCTION REPORT:  John Young reported he talked with Zeise today.  Randy from Zeise will talk with the boss regarding a few final items.  Reinhard Plumbing needs to do some marking of pipes.  

ROOM TAX:  Bill Weddig reported the Room Tax Commission reviewed the July income, which showed at increase of .7%.  

LAW ENFORCEMENT:  Brian Merkel reported the town’s been quiet and the Law Enforcement budget will be done on Friday.

SESQUICENTENNIAL:  Wayne Kudick reported there would be a report next month.  

PLAN COMMISSION:  Tom Birmingham reported the Plan Commission discussed bike trails; funding for the trails; safer access across Hwy 42.  The sign ordinance study was finalized and is on tonight’s agenda.  Talk progressed to the 5-year review of the Comprehensive Plan.  

CHAIR/COUNTY BOARD REPORT:  Merrell Runquist reported the first of the Town’s budget meeting will be Tuesday, October 14th.   The budget cap will be 2% this year.  With this cap there will be tight budgeting.  If the present County budget is adopted it will be a freeze in the amount of the present budget.  The budget meeting on October 22nd and will be changed to Thursday, October 23.  Construction has begun on Island View Road after a small conference with a neighboring property.  

Steve Sohns commended the maintenance crew for the brushing on Maple Grove East.  His family has received complaints but his family has requested this brushing from the maintenance crew.  The ditches are cleared for safety purposes, to avoid deer accidents.  Clearing the natural snow fences (brush) makes it easier at a lower cost for snow plowing.  

Merrell Runquist announced that on Monday, October 27th through October 30, outdated electronics will be collection by the County of Door.  

AGENDA ITEMS:

CHAMBERS ISLAND ENFORCEMENT:  Merrell Runquist explained that there has been concern for safety on Chambers Island due to underage drinking with the use of ATVs.  Michael Neal from the DNR and Andrew Crowell, officer for the Town of Gibraltar were in attendance.  Mike has been to Chambers Island with his ATV.  When there without an ATV he had no ATV use from the islanders.  Dave Harris stated that most islanders were in favor of Mike being on the island patrolling.  Dave felt it was the kids traveling too fast.  Both accidents on the Island were adults.  This problem doesn’t seem to be different than any other area.  Andy reported the police use of an ATV on the island is a good idea.  Dave Harris feels the beer bottles and ashes from fires on the beaches are due to visitors, not the islanders.  Brian Merkel feels it is a good idea to have Andy be able to use the ATV on the island if this is okay with the DNR.  Requirements for ATV use were emailed to the islanders to acquaint them with said requirements.  Dave Harris stated that the beach fires are not a major problem.  Random visits by the DNR and the Gibraltar Town Officer will continue.

GIBRALTAR PLAN COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GIBRALTAR SIGN ORDINANCE:  As chairman of the RPC, Merrell Runquist excused himself from the board for this agenda item and Dick Skare chaired this agenda item.  David Boyd presented the proposed changes for the Gibraltar Sign Ordinance.  The Plan Commission felt the outdoor display should be separate from the Gibraltar Sign Ordinance.  However it should remain until something firm is in place for the outdoor display.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Sohns to adopt 2008-05 with the revisions presented.  Motion carried with four in favor and Mr. Runquist absent for this issue.  

REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST FOR MICHAEL MITTERMANN FROM APRIL 2008:  Michael Mittermann was requesting reimbursement in the amount of $721.25 with the cost of the room being $644.96.  This item was taken off the agenda as he can be reimbursed for the motel of $644.96, but not the meals and mileage as that was submitted too late.  

GRIZZLY SCENIC AIR TOURS LLC REQUEST FOR REDUCTION OF TOUR COMMISSION:  Dave Burke of Grizzly Scenic Tours called the Town Office and requested this item be removed from the agenda as he wishes to fulfill his two-year contract as it is.  

ADVERTISE FOR BRUSHING BLOSSOMBERG CEMETERY:  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to approve the advertisement for brushing at the Blossomberg Cemetery as amended.   Motion carried unanimously.  

ATTORNEY’S RECOMMENDATION FOR FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH GIBRALTAR’S UNIFORM DWELLING CODE:  Independent Inspections has sent letters to a local resident to comply with the Gibraltar Uniform Dwelling Code.  To date they have made no attempt to comply with this.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Sohns to issue a citation by Andrew Crowell, Town Officer, with the specifications recommended by the Gibraltar Building Inspector, Brett Timme stating that they have 14 days from the date of the citation to comply, and that 14 days from the date the citation is served a penalty of $25 per day will commence.  The Town Board gave the town chair the authority to amend this at his will.  Motion carried with four in favor and Merkel abstaining.  

REVIEW BIDS FOR REPLACEMENT OF TWO AIR CONDITIONERS AT GIBRALTAR TOWN CENTER:  Three bids were received:  Anschutz Plumbing and Heating in the amount of $8,458.95; Engebos Heating and Cooling in the amount of $8,977; and Wulf Brothers in the amount of $4,975 plus $425 to up-grade the systems utilizing R410 Puron refrigerant which is environmentally sound.   It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to approve the Wulf bid with the following items to be added to the bid:  The bid also includes new line sets; removal and recycling of old air conditioners; increase air flow damper.  The clerk is to obtain the cost of a humidity control option.   Motion carried unanimously.   

REVISIT OF EPHRAIM/GIBRALTAR AIRPORT ECONOMIC IMPACT STUDY DRAFT:  Changes that were made in the Ephraim/Gibraltar Airport Economic Impact Study were reviewed.  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve the changes and adopted the revised impact study.  Motion carried unanimously.  

APPOINT AIRPORT COMMISSION MEMBER:  Only one letter of interest was received for the airport commission appointment; that letter being from Myrv Somerhalder to renew his term.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Merkel to appoint Myrv Somerhalder for another three-year term.  Motion carried unanimously with four in favor and Mr. Somerhalder abstaining.

HEALTH INSURANCE STIPEND FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT:  This item will be discussed at a closed session prior the November Town meeting.    

POSSIBLE RECONFIGURATION OF PARKING SPACES IN FRONT OF COOKERY RESTAURANT:  The proposal for reconfiguration of the parking spaces would make one additional parking space; omit the easterly driveway, with a curb cut in place of the westerly driveway.  This may need to be approved by the State DOT.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to approve the proposed reconfiguration as presented.  Motion carried with four in favor and Mr. Skare abstaining.  

CLEANING AND INSPECTION OF STORMWATER DRAINS ALONG HWY 42 EAST OF THE CREEK:  Bill Weddig and Jim Jauquet obtained a proposal from a water-jetting company in the amount of $3,000 to $4,500 to water-jet the storm sewer with a cost of another $3,000 to $4,000 to make a video of the condition of the system for possible repairs.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Skare to approve the water jetting of the storm sewer and make a video of the condition of the system east of the town prior to winter with an anticipated cost now to exceed $7,000 for cleaning and video and billing to be done in 2009.  Motion carried unanimously.  Bill Weddig will convey this approve to the water jetting company.  

PAYMENT OF BILLS:  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Skare to pay the bills as present.  Motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURN:  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 10:13 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Sharon Kellner, Clerk

