 TOWN OF GIBRALTAR

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2009

GIBRALTAR TOWN CENTER

4097 MAIN STREET

FISH CREEK WI 54212

7:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER:  Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Board members present were Merrell Runquist, Dick Skare, Myrv Somerhalder, Brian Merkel and Steve Sohns.      

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve the minutes of the December 3, 2008 meeting as corrected.  Motion carried unanimously.   

REPORTS:

PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE:  Andrea Kinsey-Jauquet had nothing to report.
ORDINANCES:  No report was available.      

FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Jon Stahl reported 2 calls in the month of December.  There were a total of 135 calls in 2008.   Steve Sohns included the department survey results in the board packets.  
FIRST RESPONDERS:  Jayson Merkel reported 6 calls in December. There were 101 calls in 2008.   

AIRPORT COMMISSION:  Mr. Somerhalder reported the economic impact study final copy has been returned.  Mr. Somerhalder was confident that the self-fueling project would proceed on schedule.  
NOBLE HOUSE:  No report was available. 

HARBOR COMMISSION:  Brian Merkel reported that the Commission is pushing forward in the dockmaster search and will have the new dockmaster in place by March 1st.    

WATERSHED:  Jim Jauquet had nothing to report.

ROOM TAX:  Dick Skare reported that Gibraltar was slightly ahead for the year.   Tourism Zone Commission will spend approximately $2 million in advertising and promoting Door County as a destination.  The town board will need to designate where the extra funds coming in 2009, 2010 and 2011 will be directed.  This will be placed on the February agenda.  

LAW ENFORCEMENT:  Brian Merkel had nothing to report.
PLAN COMMISSION:  Tom Birmingham reported the Plan Commission will begin the renewal of the comprehensive plan this month.  The elements will be discussed sequentially with recommendations to the town board in August. Agendas will be posted 2 weeks in advance.   The cycling transportation plan will also be on the January 27th agenda.

CHAIR/COUNTY BOARD REPORT:  Merrell Runquist reported George Piney Door County Parks Director had raised the necessary private funds to cover the closing costs for the park on Bay Shore Drive.  The County has been quiet as there were no meetings held in December.  Tomorrow evening the Resource Planning Committee is holding a public hearing on the adoption of the flood plain ordinance as required. 

AGENDA ITEMS:  

FISH CREEK CIVIC ASSOCIATION - WINTER GAMES - PEMISSION FOR WARMING FIRES:  The Civic Association is requesting permission to have “warming fires” at the Public Beach and at the Noble Square.  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Merkel to allow warming fires at the Public Beach and Noble Square provided appropriately sized fire extinguishers are on hand and someone is in constant attendance.  Motion carried unanimously.

PROPOSAL TO ALLOW “WINERY/BREWERY” IN HEARTLAND ZONING DISTRICT:  The County Planning Department asked the towns of Gibraltar, Jacksonport and Baileys Harbor their opinion on establishing a winery/brewery in Heartland Zoning District.  The Gibraltar Plan Commission considered this issue and is recommending the Gibraltar Town Board oppose wineries/breweries being allowed in Heartland Zoning Districts as it is contrary to the town’s comprehensive plan.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to forward opposition to the Planning Department on the establishment of wineries/breweries in Heartland Zoning District. The motion passed 3 –1 with Mr. Sohns opposed and Mr. Merkel abstaining.   

PROPOSAL TO INCREASE THE CHARGE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE FEE TO COVER INCREASE COST OF PERMIT SEALS:  Effective December 1, 2008, the fee for UDC Permit Seals increased to $30.  Independent Inspections Ltd is recommending the Town of Gibraltar increase the State Seal fee to $30.  It was moved by Mr. Runquist and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to increase the fee to $30.  Motion carried unanimously.

REVIEW APPLICATIONS FOR TERM ON PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE:  With the resignation of Curt Campbell on the Parks and Lands Committee, the term was advertised for interested persons to submit a letter of interest.  Two letters of interest were received:  Jayson Merkel and Mitchel Heinrichs. Mr. Somerhalder nominated Jayson Merkel.  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Skare to close nominations. The motion carried unanimously.  It was further moved by Mr. Sohns and Mr. Skare to appoint Jayson Merkel to the Parks and Lands Committee.  Motion carried with Brian Merkel abstaining.    

REVIEW PROPOSALS FOR SQUAD CAR:  Four proposals were received for a new squad car:  
Jim Olson Motors; Neuman Chevrolet; Witt Ford; and Broadway Automotive.  Bids were opened and read as follows:
Broadway Automotive, Chevrolet Tahoe $30,982.00

Jim Olson Motors, Chevrolet Tahoe $29,829.93

Neuman Chevrolet, Chevrolet Tahoe $28,927.43


Witt Ford, Ford Expedition $28,693.00  

It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Sohns to table the decision to review the documents.  Motion carried unanimously.  The bid award will be made at the February meeting.  

ADOPT RESOLUTION 2009-01 FOR APPROVAL OF A PLAT OF THE SECOND ADDITION TO BLOSSOMBERG CEMETERY:  The Resolution 2009-01 for the approval of a plant of the second addition to Blossomberg Cemetery was read.  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Merkel to adopt 2009-01.  Motion carried unanimously.  
SIGN BLOSSOMBERG CEMETERY PLAT:  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Sohns to have the town chairman and the town clerk sign the Blossomberg Cemetery Plat when the damage has been corrected.  Motion carried unanimously.

FACILITY USE FEES AND SPECIAL EVENT CHARGES:  Mr. Sohns stated that he and the Fire Department have had several discussions regarding fees. Mr. Sohns stated that Dick Burress of Emergency Services stated that regular deputies get $64 per hour. Mr. Burress recommended charging $200 for 2 men for 4 hours.   It was moved by Mr. Runquist and seconded by Mr. Sohns that Mr. Sohns and the Fire Department come back with a written proposal that specifies exemptions and fees.  The motion carried unanimously.  This will be placed on the next agenda.
ADVERTISE FOR TERM ON AIRPORT COMMISSION:  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to approve the ad for filling the term on the Ephraim-Gibraltar Airport Commission vacated by George Hardiman.  Motion carried unanimously.  

NOBLE HOUSE WATER RUNOFF PLAN:  John Young submitted a proposal for a water runoff plan for Noble Square.  The estimated cost of the project is $1,900.  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve the project as proposed.  Motion carried unanimously.   The addition of curb and gutter on the north side of Bluff would be the second phase if needed. 
DOOR COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT AND TASK CHECK:  The Town Board reviewed the Intergovernmental Agreement and Task Check as presented by the Door County Highway Department.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr.  Merkel to pass the intergovernmental agreement and task check as discussed.  Motion carried unanimously.

FISH CREEK CIVIC ASSOCIATION TEMPORARY BEER/WINE LICENSE:  The Fish Creek Civic Association is requesting a temporary beer/wine license for Fish Creek Winter Festival on February 7 and 8, 2009 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Beer and wine is to be served only at the Fish Creek Beach.  The FCCA is working in conjunction with Officer Crowell.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr.  Merkel to approve the temporary beer/wine license for the FCCA with the aforementioned location and time limitations.  Motion carried with Sohns abstaining.  
PAYMENT OF BILLS:  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Merkel to pay the bills as presented except hold back $1,000 on the Harbor Construction billing.  Motion carried unanimously.   

ADJOURN:  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Skare to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 9:09 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Beth Hagen, Deputy Clerk







