TOWN OF GIBRALTAR
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2009
GIBRALTAR TOWN CENTER
4097 MAIN STREET FISH CREEK WI 54212
7:00 P.M.


CALL TO ORDER:  Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Board members present were Merrell Runquist, Dick Skare, Myrv Somerhalder, Brian Merkel and Steve Sohns.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  


REPORTS:
PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE:  Andrea Kinsey-Jauquet reported two trash receptacles, two recycling receptacles, and two smoking receptacles are being purchased this year.  It was decided to remove the three pocket gardens across from the public beach.  On April 22 there will be Earth Day/Clean-Up Day in Gibraltar at Sunset Beach Park and Fish Creek Park.      
ORDINANCE:  Sharon Kellner received several questions regarding different ordinances.  
FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Jon Stahl reported there were 5 calls in the month of February making 14 for the year.  A Fire Fighters Grant will be applied for to purchase new gear.  Sister Bay and Liberty Grove will be applying for a grant to upgrade the communications system in the County.  Pay scale review is being done by the Southern Door Fire Department and this information will be available soon to all municipalities.   
FIRST RESPONDERS:  Jayson Merkel reported there were 4 calls in the month of February.  Juddville Lutheran Church purchased a defib and the First Responders assisted in the installation.  
 AIRPORT COMMISSION: Myrv Somerhalder reported the Airport bid meeting will be held on Thursday, April 9th at 11:00 a.m. at the Airport.  
HARBOR COMMISSION:  Brian Merkel reported the Harbor Commission hired Brian Holan as the new dockmaster.  Applications are being accepted for dock staff.
NOBLE HOUSE:  Eunice Rutherford reported the Noble House stairway has been inspected so repair work should start shortly.
WATERSHED:  Jim Jauquet reported water is flowing in the watershed.  A sample was taken at four sites.  The flow is lower than last year.  Test results show coliform is very low.  
ROOM TAX:  Dick Skare reported the Room Tax Commission reviewed liability insurance.  Enforcement of the room tax was discussed.  Rentals were down for the winter.  They are looking forward to a solid reservation outlook for the summer.  
LAW ENFORCEMENT:  Brian Merkel reported the squad should arrive in May.  It’s been very quiet this time of the year.  
PLAN COMMISSION:  Jim Jauquet reported the Plan Commission started the 5-year review of the Smart Growth Plan.  They will be reviewing transportation shortly.  The next meeting is April 28th.  BayLake Regional Planning will be used during this 5-Year Review.  The Town’s Official Map will be on the website shortly.   






CHAIR/COUNTY BOARD REPORT:  Merrell Runquist reminded the audience that the road evaluation will be done this month for a full report at the May meeting.  Please submit any concerns or suggestions to the Town Office.  The annual meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 14 at 7:00 p.m. at the Old Town Hall.  If the Governor’s budget passes it will mean some serious cuts for the County.  Community Programs will be in the black this year after having several years of being in the red.  Resource Planning will be meeting tomorrow night and withdrawing from BayLake Regional Planning will be considered.  The road review of the County roads will be completed shortly and please report any concerns or suggestions to Merrell Runquist.  No price for asphalt oil has been received yet.  

AGENDA ITEMS:

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES CENTENNIAL UPDATE PER KATHLEEN HARRIS:  Kathleen Harris, representing the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources gave the following update on their centennial celebration.  Some of the Centennial Events are:  May 2nd a Half Marathon, May 2 thru June 9 Edgewood Orchard Galleries Peninsula Exhibit, June 7th Centennial Dedication, June 9th Peninsula Park – The Video, June 9th Anderson Museum Centennial Exhibit, June 17th thru August 29th AFT presents Sunsets & S’Mores, July 11th thru 18th Fur Trader Lodge, August 4th Talking Tombstones, August 12th thru 28th Woodwind Ecotivity Light Sculpture, September 5th thru October 13 Century of Inspiration and October 10th Spooktacular Hike.  
FISH CREEK CIVIC ASSOCIATION MAY 2, 2009 HALF MARATHON – BRIAN FITZGERALD:  The Half Marathon will be held at Clark Park (needing a tent set up on May 1st) on May 2nd from noon until 6 p.m.  Beer and food will be on sale.  There will be a minimum of 6 portables near Clark Park, with more if needed.  Two parking spaces will be blocked off on May 1st and 2nd.  It was moved by Mr. Runquist and seconded by Mr. Merkel to grant the use of Clark Park with a minimum of 6 portables and block two parking spaces.  Motion carried unanimously.  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve the Temporary Beer License for May 1st and 2nd from noon to 5 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.  
PETITION FOR GRANT OF VARIANCE – JILL MIRKOVIC:  Jill Mirkovic is requesting a grant of variance, as the deck addition attached to the home is too close to the high water mark.  Jim Jauquet gave a review of the request for grant of variance and reported the Gibraltar Plan Commission recommends not to support the petition for grant of variance.  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Sohns not to support this grant of variance for Jill Mirkovec.  Motion carried with four in favor and Merkel opposed.  
ADVERTISE FOR PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE FOR THREE TERMS:  Three terms are due to expire for the Parks and Lands Committee.  The three terms are for Andrea Kinsey-Jauquet, Brian Hackbarth and Pat Spielman.  Andrea and Pat have stated that they do not plan to renew their terms.  It was moved by Mr. Runquist and seconded by Mr. Merkel to approve the ad for these terms.  Motion carried unanimously.  
AIRPORT VEHICLE ORDINANCE:  Mr. Somerhalder presented the amended Airport Vehicle Ordinance for the Ephraim-Gibraltar Airport.  The Gibraltar Town Board reviewed the amendment to the ordinance.  It was moved by Mr. Runquist and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve the amendment to the Airport Vehicle Ordinance 2009-02.  Motion carried unanimously.  
REQUEST FROM DOOR COUNTY TO CHANGE THE NAME OF CEDAR STREET:  Ken Pollock from the Door County Planning Department is requesting the Town of Gibraltar change the name of Cedar Street as the Village of Ephraim has a Cedar Street with 22 addresses and the Village of Forestville also has a Cedar Street with 8 addresses, compared to Gibraltar’s 5 addresses.  After discussion regarding a road name, it was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Skare to change Cedar Street to Cedar Court.  Motion carried unanimously.  



CHARGE FOR SERVICES FOR SPECIAL EVENTS – STEVE SOHNS:  Steve Sohns, the Gibraltar Fire Department/First Responders, and the Gibraltar Police Officer are proposing the following charge for special events.  Events involving up to 750 people would cost $250.  This will include a minimum of two town emergency personnel for up to 8 hours per event.  Events involving 750 people or more would cost $500.  This will include a minimum of town emergency personnel for up to 8 hours per event.  One month prior to the event a mandatory safety meeting is to be held between group officials and town personnel involved to explain event and work out details.  For example, the Hairpin Run has 2,000 entrants.  With the cost of services being $500, it would equal to $0.25 per entrant.  Fire Chief Jon Stahl stated that he would draft the figures of the special event charges incurred by the Fire Department and First Responders for last year to evaluate the feasibility of adopting charges for services for special events.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to table this issue for more information from the Fire Department and First Responders.  Motion carried unanimously.
AMEND DOCK ORDINANCES 1988-4 AND 1989-3:  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Skare to table this issue to have the town attorney review 2009-04 and 2009-05 and the Fish Creek Anchorage rules and Regulations.  Motion carried unanimously.  
FISH CREEK CIVIC ASSOCIATION – JULY FIREWORKS:  The Fish Creek Civic Association is requesting permission to again hold fireworks display on July 4th with a rain date of July 5th, 2009 on a barge in the harbor.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Sohns to issue the fireworks permit with the same restrictions as the previous year and permit two banners. (Deputies from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m. and work with the Harbor Commission in regard to the loading and unloading of fireworks and security, a minimum of 5 portables and a dumpster in back of the old town hall for trash collection.)  Motion carried unanimously.  Liability insurance is also required the same as last year.  
GIBRALTAR HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION – HERITAGE DAYS EVENTS:  The Gibraltar Historical Association is requesting permission to use Clark Park and the Old Town Hall for Heritage Days events on June 13th for a bake sale and pie contest, June 15th at Fish Creek Park entrance for a bird watch in the morning and possibly dedication of the Kiosk in the evening, and June 5, 6, 12, 13, and 14 hold a sunset serenade at Sunset Beach Park approximately ½ hour before sunset until 14 minutes after sunset.  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Merkel to table the June 15th Special Event Request as not all information was available.  Motion carried unanimously.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to approve the special event request regarding the June 13th event.  Motion carried unanimously.  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Skare to approve the special event request regarding serenades at Sunset Beach Park.  Motion carried unanimously.  
APPROVE ACTION TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION:  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to approve the action taken in closed session.  Motion carried unanimously.   
PAYMENT OF BILLS:  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Sohns to pay the bills as present.  Motion carried unanimously.
ADJOURN:  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Sohns to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sharon Kellner, Clerk
