 TOWN OF GIBRALTAR

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5, 2009

GIBRALTAR TOWN CENTER

4097 MAIN STREET

FISH CREEK WI 54212

7:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER:  Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:13 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Board members present were Merrell Runquist, Dick Skare, Myrv Somerhalder, Brian Merkel and Steve Sohns.      

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve the minutes of the July 1, 2009 meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.   

REPORTS:

PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE:  Brian Hackbarth reported that Cottage Row Road has been brushed and a recommendation will be forthcoming regarding any tree cutting.  Discussion continues regarding the recreational plan.    

ORDINANCES:  There was nothing to report this past month.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Jon Stahl reported 6 calls in the month of July, making 51 calls for the year.  There were six mutual aid calls this past month.  Jon went to Chambers Island this past weekend and everything is running smoothly there.  The Fourth of July celebration was excellent with no major problems.   

FIRST RESPONDERS:  Jayson Merkel reported 21 calls this last month.  One gentleman from Chambers Island will work with the Gibraltar Department regarding any emergencies on Chambers Island.  The cell towers on Chambers Island have made a big improvement in reception in our area.      

AIRPORT COMMISSION:  Mr. Somerhalder reported the Village of Ephraim has appointed Martin Franke as their new member on the Airport Commission and he presently owns the Pine Grove Motel.  The airport is petitioning for a grant for seal coating the runway.  The credit card system with the self fuel is working very well.  Fuel sales for June 2008 were 941 gallons and 1693 gallons for June 2009; July 2008 fuel sales were 1469 gallons and this year July was 1732 gallons; For the 5 days of August 2008, there were 216 gallons sold; this year’s 5 days in August were 508 gallons.  Jon Neville spoke about the Midwest Flyers magazine which has an article about Door County accommodations, restaurants and recreation.  In fall the Door County Living magazine will have an article about Door County and Jon Neville was interviewed for this article.  A lot of traffic was here with the EAA taking place in Oshkosh this past week.  

NOBLE HOUSE:  No report at this time.  

HARBOR COMMISSION:  Brian Merkel reported everything is going smoothly.  Comparing year to date from 2007 to 2009, so far in 2007 the net income was $65,468.55 so far in 2009 it is $124,339.96.  2008 was not used in the comparison due to the construction figures.  Launch fees in 2008 as of the end of July were $2,332 and this year $3,842.  .         

WATERSHED:  No report at this time. 

ROOM TAX:  Bill Weddig reported the Tourism Zone Commission reviewed the May numbers, which showed a six percent increase over 2008.  The April room tax revenues were up 16 percent over 2008 figures.   Dick Skare reported that effective marketing is being discussed.  

LAW ENFORCEMENT:  Brian Merkel reported everything is quiet.
PLAN COMMISSION:  Tom Birmingham reported the Plan Commission heard a presentation from Renny and David Lea regarding the “Natural Step,” which was about sustainability.  Storm water control test results are not yet in.  They will be reported when Jim Jauquet returns.  The review of Land Use Element was completed.  Intergovernmental Cooperation Element is presently being reviewed.  Brian Merkel reported the Bicycle Federation meeting will be held Tuesday, August 11th at 5 to 6 p.m. with an open house from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the Gibraltar Town Center.  Everyone is welcome.
CHAIR/COUNTY BOARD REPORT:  Merrell Runquist reported all the road paving has been completed in the Town of Gibraltar except Elm Road which will be done when business is slower.  The  County is moving toward open houses for the County’s  Comprehensive Plan. The County Board reviewed the Comprehensive Plan, with the next step being the open house and hopefully adopting in the Plan in November.  The Town has been selling Blossomberg Cemetery lots.  The County is in the budget process.  Can only rise by 3%.  Forgo cost of living increase for 2010 for exchange for guarantee against layoffs in 2010.  RPC will be reviewing the scenic byways.  

AGENDA ITEMS:  

SCENIC BYWAYS RESULTION:  The Gibraltar Town Board again reviewed the information regarding the Scenic Byways Designation.  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Merkel to table this issue until our next meeting.  The proposed Scenic Byways Designation be given to the Gibraltar Plan Commission for review and consideration.   It was also felt that the local businesses should be aware of this proposed plan. Motion carried unanimously.  

SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST – WIS M.S. SOCIETY:  The Wisconsin Multiple Sclerosis Society is again sponsoring a Challenge Walk on Friday, September 18, 2009.  It is a three-day, fifty mile walk to raise money for the MS Society involving approximately 100 walkers.  Clark Park would serve as the destination for day one on Friday.  A 20’ X 20’ tent will be set up at Clark Park for water/shelter.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to grant the Special Event Request as requested.  Motion carried unanimously.  

SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST – TOP OF THE HILL SHOPS:  Jim Hammer explained the Top of the Hill Shops are again sponsoring “A Taste of the Top” on Saturday, September 26th.  They are requesting a Temporary Beer/Wine License for that day and permission to install a banner two weeks prior to the event on the grassy area next to the complex sign.  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Merkel to grant the Special Event Request as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  

CONSIDERATION OF PERMANENT NO PARKING SIGNS ON COUNTY F:  An event held on Friday, July 25th at Peninsula Art School had cars parked on both sides of the road for quite a distance, causing a dangerous situation.  “No Parking” signs on both sides of County F are being considered to solve this ongoing problem.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Sohns to request “No Parking” signs be installed on the south side of County F in the Town of Gibraltar easterly of the Apple Creek entrance on County F commencing easterly 1,000 feet.  Motion carried unanimously.  

ELECTRIC VEHICLES ORDINANCE 2009-06:  It was moved by Mr. Runquist and seconded by Mr. Merkel to adopt Ordinance 2009-06 allowing electric vehicles to operating on the roads in the confines of Peninsula State Park.  Motion carried unanimously.    
PETITION FOR ZONING AMENDMENT – TEXT – AMEND SECTION 7.05(4)(b):  Liberty Park Development is requesting the Petition for Zoning Amendment to change the following as marked:


(b) Lots existing prior to the effective date of this Ordinance which cannot meet the spacing requirement of par. (a) shall be permitted one access driveway.    

The Gibraltar Plan Commission voted unanimously that the town not support the petition for zoning amendment.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Sohns not to support the petition for zoning amendment.  Motion carried unanimously.  

REVIEW PROPOSAL FOR  ROTOTILLER:  Tim Biwer had proposals from Schartner Implement and Krueger Implement.  Upon reviewing the different rototillers it was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Merkel to purchase a commercial grade rototiller from Schartner Implement Inc at a price of $3,100.  Motion carried unanimously.  

REVIEW CEMETERY ADDITION LAYOUT:  Mr. Lee Telfer explained the different plans proposed for the addition to Blossomberg Cemetery.  It was moved by Mr. Runquist and seconded by Mr. Sohns to mark the first row of sites north of the row of trees that separate the old cemetery from the new addition as not for sale.  Motion carried unanimously.      

PAYMENT OF BILLS:  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to pay the bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  

ADJOURN:  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Skare to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kellner, Clerk







