 TOWN OF GIBRALTAR

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2009

GIBRALTAR TOWN CENTER

4097 MAIN STREET

FISH CREEK WI 54212

7:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER:  Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Board members present were Merrrell Runquist, Dick Skare, Myrv Somerhalder, Brian Merkel and Steve Sohns.      

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Skare to approve the minutes of the September 2, 2009 meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.   

REPORTS:

PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE:  Brian Hackbarth reported the Parks and Lands Committee completed their budget at the last meeting, met with the Volleyball league, reviewed the possible tree removal o Cottage Row, and discussed planting of trees on Ula Street.   

ORDINANCES:  Sharon Kellner had nothing to report for ordinances.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Jon Stahl reported 90 fire calls for the year.  The new boat has been used for searching this past month.  Everything is working very well.  Fire hose testing was done at the last meeting .  Jon is checking into bringing the two fire trucks from Chambers Island for repairs over the winter.  When the electricity was out last week, the fire station was open in case anyone from the area needed its facilities.    

FIRST RESPONDERS:  Jayson Merkel reported 14 calls this last month, making 87 for the year.  Flu shots were offered at the meeting this month.  There is one new first responder that has just joined the department.  

AIRPORT COMMISSION:  Mr. Somerhalder reported four thousand gallons of fuel were ordered and should last until April.  Branded fuel and the contract for such are being considered.  We are in the process of petitioning for an airport master plan.

NOBLE HOUSE:  Eunice Rutherford reported the Noble House will close November 18th for weekdays and stay open for weekends through November and again for Christmas weekend.  December 21 will be tree lighting in Noble Square with a choir caroling.  A luncheon for the docents will be held at the end of this month.  An additional electrical outlet will be installed in the History Center for lighting during the holiday season.  

HARBOR COMMISSION:  Dave Harris reported the Commission met on Tuesday and worked on the budget.  With the high winds there were no casualties at the Fish Creek Dock.  The Dock will be closing on October 15th.  

WATERSHED STUDY:  Jim Jauquet reported testing was done today at the pond and head of the watershed.  

TOURISM COMMISSION:  No report was available at this time.   

LAW ENFORCEMENT:  Brian Merkel had nothing to report.  

PLAN COMMISSION:  Tom Birmingham reported the Plan Commission met Tuesday and is working on the implementation of the Plan.  The final report will be given at the December meeting.  Ann Miller from Liberty Grove will attend their next meeting to report on their formation of a utility district for septic systems outside of the sanitary district.  Mr. Runquist reported that Mr. Birmingham is not running for another term on the Plan Commission and thanked Tom for the wonderful job he has done on the Plan Commission.   

CHAIR/COUNTY BOARD REPORT:  Merrell Runquist reported the first acre of Blossomberg Cemetery has been developed with an exceptional job done by the town’s Maintenance Department.  The County moves further through their budget.  The Finance Committee will meet next week to approve the budget for adoption by the County Board.  The County Comprehensive Plan has passed through the RPC and there will be at a Public Hearing on October 24th.   Island View Road has been corrected where the runoff water was a problem.  Elm Street will be completed prior to the closing of the asphalt plant.  

AGENDA ITEMS:  

BOB POLLMAN’S PETITION FOR GRANT OF VARIANCE:  Mr. Pollman is petitioning for a grant of variance regarding the setback from the right-of-way for the C & C Supper Club.  Mr. Birmingham reported the Gibraltar Plan Commission voted unanimously to support the petition for variance.   They recommend that a storm water control plan be part of the variance if granted, as storm water is directed into the bay from this property due to the impervious surface of the property.  They also request that any new lighting on the building follow the recommendation of the town’s lighting recommendations.  The lighting recommendation was no problem with Mr. Pollman.  County counsel felt that the request for a storm water control plan was not intrinsic to the grant of variance.  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Sohns to support the petition for grant of variance with the only recommendation being the concern of the any new lighting follow the town’s lighting recommendations.  Motion carried unanimously.      

POSSIBLE TREE REMOVAL ON COTTAGE ROW ROAD:  Brian Hackbarth reviewed with the Gibraltar Town Board the trees that may be removed as some are in the road right of way.  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Sohns to remove nine trees plus the tree at the boat trailer sign be trimmed only.  This will also include stump grinding.  Motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Merkel suggested the trees at the intersection of Cottage Row Road and Main Street by the entrance to the trail at Sunset Beach be inspected as some are leaning over the roadway.  Mr. Merkel and Brian Hackbarth will review this intersection.  It was moved by Mr. Runquist and seconded by Mr. Skare that with the additional concerns to be reviewed by Mr. Merkel and Mr. Hackbarth, any tree removal necessitating an outside tree removal firm will be delayed until after the first of the year, but the work that can be done by the town maintenance department should be completed as scheduled.  Motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Jauquet reported that a tree on the right side of the Fish Creek Hill as you are going up the hill is leaning over the Highway more.  The clerk will report this to the Door County Highway Department as they do the tree trimming for the State Highway.  

APPOINTMENT OF SANITARY DISTRICT COMMISSIONER:  A term on the Sanitary District Commission is expiring; that term belonging to Bill Johnson.  Bill Johnson’s letter of interest was the only letter received.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to appoint Bill Johnson for another six-year term.  Motion carried unanimously.  

SALE OF AIRPORT HANGAR B-6 TO MICHAEL E. MCCUTCHEON:  Michael McCutcheon is interested in purchasing hangar B-6, which belonged to Jim Blau.  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Merkel to waive the right of first refusal and to approve the purchase of hangar B-6 by Michael McCutcheon.  Motion carried unanimously.  

GRIZZLY AIR TOURS CONTRACT NEGOTIATION:  David Burke is requesting a review of his contract with the Town of Gibraltar and Grizzly Scenic Air Tour.  For the past two years Mr. Burke has paid 10% of his income to the airport for being able to conduct his tours from our airport.  Mr. Neville and Mr. McCutcheon of the Airport Commission reported the extra work that Mr. Burke does at the airport.  Mr. Burke also reported that his purchases equal to approximately 22% of the AV fuel sold at the Ephraim-Gibraltar Airport.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Sohns to support the 5% commission reduction to begin at the renewal time of Mr. Burke’s contract in 2010.  Motion carried with four in favor and Merkel opposed.       

RESOLUTION 2009-06 TO SUPPORT THE 2010 CENSUS:  Sharon Kellner explained the purpose of this resolution to show support for the 2010 census.  It was moved by Mr. Runquist and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to approve the Resolution 2009-06 in support of the 2010 Census.  Motion carried unanimously.  

RESOLUTION 2009-07 TO RECOMMEND ADOPTION OF THE DOOR COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:  Mr. Runquist explained some of the purpose of the resolution and some of the process of the Door County Comprehensive Plan.  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Merkel to approve the Resolution 2009-07 to recommend adoption of the Door County Comprehensive Plan.  Motion carried unanimously.  

ADVERTISE FOR AIRPORT COMMISSION TERM:  Jon Neville’s term on the Airport Commission is expiring.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Skare to advertise for a letter of interest to fill this position.  Motion carried unanimously.  

ADVERTISE FOR THREE TERMS FOR PLAN COMMISSION:  Tom Birmingham, Jim Jauquet and Andy Coulson’s terms are expiring on the Gibraltar Plan Commission.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Sohns to advertise for letters of interest for these positions on the Gibraltar Plan Commission.  Motion carried unanimously.  

REVIEW BULKHEAD PROCESS AT DOCK:  The bulkhead line issue for the Town of Gibraltar has again come to interest as the Town of Gibraltar inquired with the DNR about replacing some sand at the public beach with coarser sand to help keep the sand cleaner.  The DNR stated the Town would have to follow the engineering plan as recommended by the Beach Study done in 2006.  The DNR reported that the Village of Ephraim was allowed to replace some of their sand at their public beach without following their said plan as they have defined their bulkhead line.  Mr. Merkel stated that Attorney Kent had done some work on this for the town several years ago.  Brian Hackbarth reported that Liberty Grove  is applying for their bulkhead line at this time.  It was the consensus that the clerk will continue work on this issue.    

PAYMENT OF BILLS:  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to pay the bills excluding the Door County Humane Society donation.  Motion carried unanimously.  

ADJOURN:  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Sohns to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kellner, Clerk







