TOWN OF GIBRALTAR

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1, 2011
GIBRALTAR TOWN CENTER

4097 MAIN STREET

FISH CREEK WI 54212

7:00 P.M.

Call to Order:  Brian Merkel, chairman, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7: 01 p.m.

Board Members Present:  Brian Merkel, Dick Skare, Steve Sohns, Brian Hackbarth and Karl Stubenvoll  

Approval of Minutes:  It was moved by Stubenvoll and seconded by Skare to approve the minutes of the May 4, 2011 meeting as amended.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Committee Reports:

Parks and Lands Committee:  Brian Hackbarth reported that the beach project has been completed.    
Fire Department:   Jon Stahl reported 9 calls for the month of May.  Protective equipment has been inventoried; extrication and boat skills training have been refreshed. 
First Responders:  Jayson Merkel reported 5 calls for the month of May.   
Airport Commission:  Myrv Somerhalder stated the EAA Young Eagles Program was held with about 40 children in attendance.  The Commission completed a Residential Through the Fence inventory for the FAA.     

Noble House:  Eunice Rutherford reported the museum is open 7 days a week.  The “Country Doctor’s Room” is ready.   The “Hotz Love of the Land” will be shown next Monday evening.  “Heritage” week begins June 4th.  
Harbor Commission:   Brian Merkel reported the dock opened May 13th.   
Watershed:  No report.
Room Tax:  Dick Skare reported that an opinion has been received and the Retreat House may be required to pay room tax.  
Plan Commission:  Linda Merline reported the Commission met on May 24th and heard a variance request which is on the agenda.    
Chairman’s Report:  Brian Merkel stated the Evergreen Road reconstruction project has been blacktopped and is anticipated to be finished next week.  

Public Comment:  Ken Harrington gave a recap of his concerns regarding the defeated Door County Zoning Ordinance No. 2011-09.  
Agenda Items: 
Special Event Request – 1800’s Civil War Encampment Fish Creek Park August 12 – 14, 2011 Signage Request:  Doug Blahnik representing the Gibraltar Historical Association is requesting the use of Fish Creek Park for the 4th Encampment Event with set up on Friday August 12 and take down on August 14th.  It was moved by Stubenvoll and seconded by Sohns to approve the Encampment event as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Reconsider 2011 Road Work Schedule:  Merkel stated there had been a miscommunication on the road project on Cottage Row Road from Main Street to the West launch ramp with the County Highway Department.  The estimate for the project should be $48,780.  Given the change in the pulverizer schedule the project would be done mid fall.  Citizen concern was expressed regarding the demarcation of parking along Cottage Row Road at Sunset Park, the number of trees to be removed and the request for a project drawing.  Replace #6  Gibraltar Bluff Road $39,310 with #3 Bluff Lane – STH 42 to Hill Road $8375.  It was moved by Stubenvoll and seconded by Hackbarth do the full section of Spruce and the section of Bluff Lane.  Gibraltar Bluff Road from Orchard to Peninsula Players will be moved to 2012.  Motion carried unanimously.
Approve Ad for Rubberized Crack Filling:  It was moved by Hackbarth and seconded by Stubenvoll to approve the ad with the addition of crack routing.  Motion carried unanimously. 
“Ghost Hunters” Chambers Island Lighthouse Investigation Request:  It was moved by Skare and seconded by Hackbarth to continue the  conversation and have the Parks and Lands Committee select the 3 individuals to interview.  Motion carried unanimously.
Special Event Request – Door County YMCA Labor Day Run & Duathlon September 3, 2011 Signage and Gibraltar Road Closing:  Ryan of the YMCA requested that 2 banners (not to exceed 24 square feet) be allowed to be put up at the Noble House and at the YMCA one week prior to the event.  Road closings the day of the event from 7:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. would be Gibraltar Road at the intersection from Hwy. 42 to County Hwy. A.  Recycling to be relocated to the Fire Department.  Matt of the YMCA is to contact the Gibraltar Police Department.  It was moved by Hackbarth and seconded by Skare to approve the request with contact being made to the Gibraltar Police Department and the Gibraltar 1st Responders by the YMCA.  Motion carried unanimously.
Utility Accommodation Policy & Fee Schedule:   Merkel stated the town does not have a written policy for utility saw cuts in the road.  A minimum 2 year compaction and maintenance with a fine to exceed the original cutting permit along with the permitting to be done by Independent Inspection was recommended.  Initial research to protect the town’s interest in the roads to be done by counsel along with a corresponding ordinance.  It was moved by Hackbarth and seconded by Stubenvoll to move forward with researching and pursuing an ordinance.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Commuting Policy:  Merkel stated this is to bring the town into compliance with the IRS Commuting Rule.  A policy would need to be written and adopted by the town to comply.  Clarification on Law Enforcement exemption is being sought. It was moved by Hackbarth and seconded by Stubenvoll to table for further information.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Set Dates for 2011 Board of Review and Open Book:  It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Skare to set the 2011 Board of Review for August 2, 2011 at 6:00 p.m.-. 8:00 p.m. at the Gibraltar Town Center with the Open Book scheduled for July 22nd and 23rd.  Motion carried unanimously.

Town of Gibraltar Public Hearing Notice Hearing Policy:  It was moved by Stubenvoll and seconded by Hackbarth to have the Plan Commission review/create a public hearing notice policy.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Approval of Liquor License Renewals:  All renewals are pending verification of no indebtedness.  

It was moved by Hackbarth and seconded by Sohns to approve a Class B Beer License and a Class B Winery License to Lautenbach’s Orchard Country Inc.  Motion carried with four in favor and Mr. Merkel abstaining.  

It was moved by Skare and seconded by Stubenvoll to approve a Class A Liquor License to Blind Dog Inc (Cherry Hut).  Motion carried unanimously.  

It was moved by Skare and seconded by Sohns to approve a Class A Liquor License and Cigarette License to Jacobson Enterprises Inc (Fish Creek BP).  Motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Stubenvoll and seconded by Hackbarth to approve a Class A Liquor License and Cigarette License to Michael John Hyde (Fish Creek Market).  Motion carried unanimously.  

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Hackbarth to approve a Class A Liquor License to Hide Side Ltd (Hide Side Corner Store).  Motion carried unanimously.  

It was moved by Stubenvoll and seconded by Sohns to approve a Class A Liquor License Loretta Robertoy (Hyline Orchard Farm Market).  Motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Hackbarth and seconded by Stubenvoll to approve a Class A Liquor License to Lagniappe of Door County, LLC.  Motion carried unanimously.  

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Stubenvoll to approve a Class B Combo License to Greenwood Supper Club Inc.  Motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Hackbarth and seconded by Stubenvoll to approve a Class B Combo License to Blind Dog Inc., (Cooper’s Corner.)  Motion carried unanimously.  

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Hackbarth to approve a Class B Combo License to Alexander’s of Door County, Inc.  Motion carried unanimously. 

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Hackbarth to approve a Class B Combo License and Cigarette License to Dockside Enterprises Inc (Bayside Tavern).  Motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Stubenvoll and seconded by Skare to approve a Class B Combo License to Summertime Restaurant LLC.  Motion carried with four in favor and Hackbarth abstaining.

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Stubenvoll to approve a Class B Combo License to TCS Inc (Sonny’s Pizzeria Bar and Grill) after payment of $50 license underpayment.  Motion carried unanimously.  

It was moved by Hackbarth and seconded by Stubenvoll to approve a Class B Combo License to Door Inc., (English Inn).  Motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Skare to approve a Class B Combo License to Peninsula Players Theatre Foundation Inc.  Motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Stubenvoll and seconded by Sohns to approve a Class B Beer and Class C Wine License to Cookery Inc.  Motion carried with four in favor and Skare abstaining.

It was moved by Stubenvoll and seconded by Sohns to approve a Class B Beer and Class C Wine License to W.G.I. Inc (White Gull Inn).  Motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Stubenvoll to approve a Class B Beer and Class C Wine License to Peterson of Door County Inc., (Pelletier’s Restaurant).  Motion carried unanimously.  

It was moved by Hackbarth and seconded by Stubenvoll to approve a Class B Beer and Class C Wine License to Gibraltar Grill, Inc.  Motion carried unanimously.  

It was moved by Skare and seconded by Stubenvoll to approve a Class B Beer and Class C Wine License to MOJO Enterprises II LLC (Villaggio’s) after payment of delinquent personal property taxes.  Motion carried unanimously.  

It was moved by Stubenvoll and seconded by Sohns to approve a Class B Beer and Class C Wine License to Unkefer Inc. (Wild Tomato Wood Fired Pizza & Grill).  Motion carried unanimously.  

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Hackbarth to approve a Class B Beer and Class C Wine License to Julie’s Park Café & Motel LLC.  Motion carried unanimously.  

It was moved by Skare and seconded by Merkel to approve a Class B Beer and Class C Wine License to Conundrum Creek LLC (Mr. Helsinki’s).  Motion carried unanimously.   

It was moved by Hackbarth and seconded by Merkel to approve a Class B Beer and Class C Wine License to Whistling Swan Hotel, Inc.  Motion carried unanimously.  

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Hackbarth to approve a Class B Beer License to Peninsula Gun Club Inc.  Motion carried with four in favor and Merkel abstaining.   

It was moved by Stubenvoll and seconded by Skare to approve a Class B Beer License to Settlement Courtyard Inn LLC.   Motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Merkel to approve a Class B Beer License to Hands On Studios, Inc.  Motion carried with four in favor and Stubenvoll abstaining.  

Approve Alternates for Board of Review:  It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Stubenvoll to approve Myrv Somerhalder and John Unkefer as alternates for the 2011 Board of Review.  Motion carried unanimously.

Streetlight at Stillwater’s - WPS Reimbursement:  It was moved by Stubenvoll and seconded by Merkel to approve the reimbursement in the amount of $77.18 to Brian Stillwater.  Motion carried unanimously.

Petition for Grant of Variance:  William & Janice Miller Parcel # 01402-26312741C Section 3.05(4) requires structures to be set back at least 30 feet from the legally described edge of a private road.
Linda Merline, chairperson for the Plan Commission reviewed the petition and the recommendation of the Commission.  There are 3 criteria that must be met for a variance to be granted.  The criteria are 1. Application of the zoning ordinance creates an unnecessary hardship; 2. Unique physical characteristics of the property prevent the applicant from developing in compliance with the zoning ordinance; and 3.  Granting of the variance does not harm the public interest.  Two requests are being asked for in the variance; a second story addition over the footprint of the existing home and a porch that would encroach 7.5’ further into the setback.  The Commission felt that it would be unnecessarily burdensome to deny the second story addition.  Whereas, the porch is a personal preference and does not cause a hardship therefore does not meet the 3 criteria for the variance.  It was moved by Skare and seconded by Hackbarth to support both parts of the variance, the second story and the porch, citing that the building predates zoning and the road restrictions were put in after the house was built and the nature of the road would lessen the chance of this becoming precedent setting.  Motion carried with Sohns opposed.
VFIS Accident & Sickness Coverage Benefit Option:  Hagen outlined the optional coverage for emergency service employees and volunteers.  It was moved by Skare and seconded by Hackbarth to continue to explore this coverage or an alternative and bring back at the budget hearings. Motion carried unanimously.
Wildland Fire Truck Change Order Approval:  It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Hackbarth to table until information is available.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Gibraltar Fire Department DNR Grant Application and Funding:  Jayson Merkel stated the department is in need of new equipment of which the purchase price of the equipment could be offset by DNR reimbursable grant funds.  The grant application is due July 1st.  This grant can be applied for annually.  Sufficient funds are budgeted for to allow for the reimbursement grant per Jayson Merkel.  It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Stubenvoll to approve the submission of the grant application.  Motion carried unanimously.  A copy of the completed application will be forwarded to the town office.
Special Event Request from the Door Community Auditorium:  Cari Lewis, Executive Director for the Auditorium is asking to erect banners for 14 events.  Merkel stated last year 3 banners were allowed 1 week prior to the event and removed the day after.  It was moved by Skare to approve 6 temporary banners to be chosen from the dates.  The motion died for lack of a second.  It was moved by Hackbarth and seconded by Skare to approve 5 temporary banners to be chosen from the dates, not to exceeding 24 square feet. The banners can be put up 1 week prior to the event and taken down the day after the event.  Motion carried unanimously.
Door County Supervisory Redistricting Plan - Review/Changes to Proposed Wards:  It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Merkel to support the redistricting plan as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Attendance – 1st Year Clerks Institute:  It was moved by Skare and seconded by Stubenvoll to approve the Deputy Clerk-Treasurer attendance at the 2011 1st Year Clerks Institute at a cost not to exceed $1,000.  Motion carried unanimously.

Ask Door County Board for Reconsideration of Door County Zoning Ordinance No. 2011-09:  
Merkel stated that he had been contacted by Hugh Mulliken regarding confusion on the issue and concern on the outcome.  If the town board wished it could request that the ordinance be reconsidered.  It was moved by Hackbarth and seconded by Sohns to ask the Door County Board of Supervisors to reconsider the previously defeated Door County Zoning Ordinance No. 2011-09.  Motion carried with Skare opposed.  
Payment of Bills:  It was moved by Skare and seconded by Hackbarth to pay the bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Adjourn:  It was moved by Sohns and seconded by Stubenvoll to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 10:02 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Beth Hagen, Clerk







