  TOWN OF GIBRALTAR



REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2010

GIBRALTAR TOWN CENTER

4097 MAIN STREET

FISH CREEK WI 54212

7:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER:  Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Board members present were Merrell Runquist, Dick Skare, Myrv Somerhalder, Brian Merkel and Steve Sohns.        

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve the minutes of the January 6, 2010 meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.   

REPORTS:

PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE:  Brian Hackbarth reported the committee met and reviewed the five-year plan and preliminary plans for the coming season.  Tree cutting on Cottage Row and Main Street corners were discussed.  Connie Judd mentioned tree limbs have fallen in Blossomberg Cemetery.  John Young thanked the town for the beautiful job of cutting the trees on Cottage Row and Main Street.  
ORDINANCES:  Sharon Kellner had nothing to report.  
FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Jayson Merkel reported 8 calls for January and this Saturday will be the Pancake Breakfast.  Connie Judd mentioned the ice rescue training in Sturgeon Bay this past month.  Jayson reported our department has participated in this type of training and should schedule another session.     
FIRST RESPONDERS:  Steve Sohns reported 6 calls for January.  The men also spent time cleaning the fire station for the pancake breakfast.      

AIRPORT COMMISSION:  Mr. Somerhalder reported the beacon has been repaired at the airport.  The Bureau of Aeronautics sent a questionnaire regarding security at the airport for the purpose of issuing grants.  The airport commission is opposed to fencing in the entire airport at this time, as many residents use the airport for walking.  Merrell Runquist reported that the Ephraim/Gibraltar Airport closed 2009 in the black.    The new fueling system has assisted in this as has the Friends of the Ephraim/Gibraltar Airport.       
NOBLE HOUSE:  No report available at this time.  
HARBOR COMMISSION:  Brian Merkel had nothing to report as the dock is closed.     

WATERSHED:  Jim Jauquet had nothing to report.  
ROOM TAX:  Bill Weddig reported the Tourism Zone Commission met on the 21st and reviewed November collections which show a decrease of 7%.  However, after late payments are received this decrease will most likely be corrected.  The Town of Gibraltar has 17 permits with 551 rooms and is the highest grossing municipality on the Tourism Zone.   
LAW ENFORCEMENT:  Mr. Merkel had nothing to report.  The officer is on duty for the Winter Festival. 
PLAN COMMISSION:  Linda Merline reported the Plan Commission held an Open House on January 12th regarding the Gibraltar Comprehensive Plan 5-Year Review, which is being presented to the Gibraltar Town Board tonight.  The Gibraltar Plan Commission approved of the Gibraltar Bike Plan.  
CHAIR/COUNTY BOARD REPORT:  Merrell Runquist reported the proposal to change assessments from the municipalities to the county has been stopped.  Dick Skare attended a county meeting regarding this issue and it showed very little if any support for changing this practice.  A comprehensive meeting will be held later this month in establishing a consolidated fire district.   
AGENDA ITEMS: 
AUDITOR’S ANNUAL REPORT:  Mr. Mike Konecny presented and explained the audit report of 2009 for the Town of Gibraltar.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Merkel to accept the audit report as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  
APPLICATION FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT – DAVID RACK PARCEL #014-01 -17302722E2 HOME BUSINESS (KAYAK TOURS):  David Rack is requesting a conditional use permit on parcel #014-01-17302722E2, to be used for a home business (kayak Tours).  Linda reported the Gibraltar Plan Commission is recommending that the town board support the conditional use permit assuming that the zoning is Heartland 3.5 and meets the permit specifications and Door County Planning definitions.  Steve Sohns read the definition and requirements for Home Businesses from the Door County Zoning Plan, which the Town of Gibraltar has adopted.  Brian Merkel mentioned keeping the buffer of trees as required.  Mr. Rack stated that most of the kayaks will be stored in the garage and screened.  The home business is only allowed a four foot square sign.  One trailer and one truck are also allowed however there must be trees or buffer.  One trailer contains eight kayaks.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to support the conditional use permit with the condition to provide more screening along Hwy 42 from the south of the driveway to screen the entirety of the buildings.  It was suggested to investigate further regarding the retail sales.  Motion carried with three in favor and Skare and Sohns opposed.   
FIVE-YEAR REVIEW OF COMPREHENSIVE SMART GROWTH PLAN – LINDA MERLINE:  Linda Merline, chair of the Gibraltar Plan Commission is presenting the Five-Year Review of the Comprehensive Smart Growth Plan for approval by the Gibraltar Town Board.  Mr. Somerhalder mentioned that with the lack of building, growth, etc., things will need to be changed for the next Five-Year Review.  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to accept the changes made in the Five-Year Review as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.    
FISH CREEK CIVIC ASSOCIATION WINTER FESTIVAL:  The Fish Creek Civic Association is requesting temporary closure of streets for the First Annual Fruit Loop Run on February 7, 2010 at 10:10 a.m.  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Skare to approve the closing of Maple Street from the tent to Cedar Street to Main Street west to Cottage Row going right on Spruce Street returning to the tent at Clark Park.  Motion carried unanimously.  
ADVERTISE FOR OPEN POSITION ON GIBRALTAR PLAN COMMISSION:  A partial term on the Gibraltar Plan Commission needs to be filled.  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Merkel to advertise for this open term.  Motion carried unanimously.  
GIBRALTAR BIKE PLAN – BRIAN MERKEL:  Brian Merkel reported that the Gibraltar Plan Commission has unanimously voted to recommend the Gibraltar Bike Plan be adopted by the Gibraltar Town Board.  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Skare to adopt the plan as recommended.  Motion carried unanimously.  
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH DOOR COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT:  The Town of Gibraltar has received the Intergovernmental Agreement which sets the rules and regulations for our request for repair of our highways.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Sohns to authorize the chair to fill out and sign said form.  Motion carried unanimously.  
SET DATE FOR PUBLIC HEARING FOR ADDITION TO FISH CREEK SANITARY DISTRICT #1:  Two property owners are requesting they be added to the Fish Creek Sanitary District #1 as their present sewage systems are failing.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to set a Public Hearing date of Wednesday, March 3, 2010 at 6:30 p.m.
PUT UP PANCAKE BREAKFAST SIGNS:  The Gibraltar Fire Department is again offering the Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, February 6th at the Fire Station.  They are requesting permission to install signs directing people to the Fire Station.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Sohns to allow the installation of signs from Thursday through the event at Greenwood’s corner; Parking lot at the beach on a Fire Truck; at the corner of Hwy 42 and Highland Road going into Peninsula State Park; and the corner of Hwy 42 and F.  Motion carried unanimously.  
PAYMENT OF BILLS:  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to pay the bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  

ADJOURN:  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Merkel to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 9:24 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kellner, Clerk







