  TOWN OF GIBRALTAR



REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 2010

GIBRALTAR TOWN CENTER

4097 MAIN STREET

FISH CREEK WI 54212

7:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER:  Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Board members present were Merrell Runquist, Dick Skare, Myrv Somerhalder, Brian Merkel and Steve Sohns.            

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Skare to approve the minutes of the March 3, 2010 meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.   

REPORTS:
PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE:  Brian Hackbarth reported the dead trees were removed at Sunset Beach.  At the next meeting on Tuesday, April 20th Bob Bultman will do a presentation on invasive species at approximately 9:30 a.m.  Steve Sohns reported a lamp post needs some type of traffic marking as it is near the edge of the paved road on Cottage Row or possibly move the lamp post. 
ORDINANCES:  Sharon Kellner had nothing to report.  
FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Jon Stahl reported 3 calls for March which bring the total to 15 for the year.  Some maintenance was done on the fire trucks on Chambers Island.  One of the trucks on Chambers Island may need to be replaced.  Jon is working with Port-A-Pier and the Harbor Commission trying to get the dock together.  Meetings are being held regarding the possibility of improving working conditions and comparing procedures, training, etc.  Merrell Runquist stated this meeting with other Fire Departments could lead to creating a fire district.  Steve Sohns reported they are going to be encouraging persons to become part of the fire department, any age bracket, for various jobs.  Dick Skare reported that fire districts are not a cost savings as districts are hired people and a lot of the things that are done voluntarily become fully paid.    
FIRST RESPONDERS:  Jayson Merkel reported 4 calls for March.  They practiced placing patients in the six-wheeler last night.      
AIRPORT COMMISSION:  Mr. Somerhalder reported the FAA is installing a tower of 420 feet on Meadow Road.  The tower happens to be within the three mile height limitation for our airport.  (One-half mile east of AC Tap)  The Bureau of Aeronautics will be holding a public hearing regarding the height and placement of this tower.  The Airport Commission unanimously voted against the installation of the tower.  Dick Burress reported the principle user of the tower is the Coast Guard.      

NOBLE HOUSE:  Eunice Rutherford reported an Easter egg hunt was held with excellent response.  Everything is pretty well scheduled for the season.          

 HARBOR COMMISSION:  Brian Merkel reported three new staff members were hired.  The moorings have been installed.  Two slips turned over and five or six moorings have turned over.  Everything is ready for opening.         

WATERSHED:  No report was available.
ROOM TAX:  Dick Skare reported January showed an increase of 2009 to 2010 in revenues for Gibraltar.  The County showed an increase for January from $44,690 in 2009 to $51,000 in 2010.  In January the County showed 13% occupancy; however, Gibraltar had 16%.  Compliance with the room tax continues to be a concern.   
LAW ENFORCEMENT:  No report at this time.
PLAN COMMISSION:  Linda Merline reported the Plan Commission heard St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, which they voted to support.  The Plan Commission completed the 5-Year Review of the Comprehensive Plan and it is an agenda item this evening for approval.  Britt Unkefer was welcomed as the new member to the Plan Commission.  Mr. Unkefer offered to work on the water issue with Linda Merline.  Chris Olson from the Sanitarian’s Office will attend the next Plan Commission meeting.  
CHAIR/COUNTY BOARD REPORT:  Merrell Runquist reported tonight is Myrv Somerhalder’s last night on the town board who has served on the board for 21 years.  Myrv will continue to work on the airport commission.  Merrell thanked Myrv for all his work on the town board and commended Myrv on his historical input through the years.  Next Tuesday is the town’s annual meeting which will be Brian Hackbarth’s first meeting on the Gibraltar town board.  On the County level, Kari Anderson and Dale Wiegand return to the County Board.  County Commission/committee assignments will be done at the April meeting.  The town road review will be done shortly.  Merrell stated he received a letter from Ms. Burger, Director of the Door County Library, stating that Broad Band Internet Access will be available to all public library and schools in the State of Wisconsin.   

AGENDA ITEMS: 
SERVICE RECOGNITION BY DICK BURRESS:  Dick Burress thanked the Gibraltar Town Board for their support of the First Responder Program.  Historically, the funeral homes provided the ambulance service.  Then the police departments had one station wagon that served as ambulance.  In approximately 1985 the Town of Gibraltar was one of the four first responder groups in Door County.  There are presently11 first responder groups in Door County.  The County needs the assistance of the first responder groups to make this work for the County.  Ward Merkel has been working hard to recreate documentation regarding the establishment of the first responders in Door County.  Dick presented the Town with a plaque in appreciation of the involvement.  

PENINSULA PLAYERS THEATRE DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE AUTHORIZATION:  Brian Kelsey reported that tourists still get lost in getting all the way down to Peninsula Players and are requesting two signs displaying mileage to the Theatre.  The signs must be within the road right of way.   It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to allow the two signs as proposed in the road right of way at .6 and .3 miles on Peninsula Players Road.  Mr. Runquist stated that Peninsula Players had been in business for 75 years and is an asset to the community to the point where it went through the legislature to obtain tax free status.  Motion carried unanimously.
ANNEXATION TO SANITARY DISTRICT NUMBER ONE:  Mr. Runquist reported that a public hearing was held on March 31, 2010, regarding this issue, with only one affected property owner present and spoke in favor.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded Mr. Sohns to approve the annexation.  Motion carried unanimously.
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT AID:  A public hearing was held on March 31, 2010, with no opposition.  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to adopt the Agency Federal Block Grant and Resolution petitioning for the Airport Improvement Aid.  Motion carried unanimously.
SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST -- HERITAGE DAYS:  Eunice Rutherford, representing the Gibraltar Historical Association, is requesting permission to hold Heritage Days from June 6th to June 12th, requiring three tents set up from June 11th through the 14th.  (One at Top of Hill; one at Noble Square; and one at the Settlement Shops for the artists.)  Have the blue signs from Heritage Week at the Top of the Hill Shops, one at the Settlement Shops and one at Noble Square.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Sohns to grant the Gibraltar Historical Association’s event request for the days and items listed.  Motion carried unanimously.      

SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST – BLOSSOMBERG CEMETERY – FRIENDS OF PENINSULA STATE PARK:  The Friends of Peninsula State Park are requesting permission to again hold the “Talking Tombstones” in Blossomberg Cemetery on August 3 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to table as there was no representative to present this issue.  Motion carried unanimously.  
SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST – SETTLEMENT SHOP OWNER’S ASSOCIATION:  Mr. Birmingham is requesting permission to again hold two art fairs on July 31st and September 25th from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Small tents will be used to display their works; a licensed caterer will be present to serve lunch.  They also need permission to display a banner not to exceed 24 square feet 6 days in advance for each event.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Sohns to grant the Settlement Shop Association’s request for the dates of July 31st and September 25th.  Motion carried unanimously.  
SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST – VENDOR FAIR AT ENGLISH INN ON JULY 17 AND OCTOBER 23:  Home Based Unlimited LLC, Kellie Taves, is requesting permission to hold a vendor fair with door prizes on July 17th and October 23rd at the English Inn.  Tents (10’ X 10’) will be placed for each day.  Banners of 24 square feet or less will be placed for on the property for each event.  Silent Auctions will be done of several items with the money going to a charity. Vendor parking will be off to the side of the parking lot.   Parking on the Highway is prohibited and tickets can be issued.  Mrs. Taves stated that someone will be on-site to control the no parking on the Highway.  The agreement with the English Inn is that this event must be out and cleaned up by 2:00 p.m.  Two banners are requested starting five days prior to each event.  It was moved by Mr. Runquist and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve this event for the two days with the stipulation that no parking happens outside of the parking lot.  Motion carried with 3 in favor and Skare and Runquist opposed.  The charity of choice was recommended as half to the Gibraltar First Responders and the Rape Crisis Center.  Mr. Runquist expressed concern regarding the fact that we schedule special dates for outside sales community-wide and then an event like this from outside the area is requesting special dates for the same thing.                             
PENINSULA ART SCHOOL – PLEIN AIR FESTIVAL JULY 23/24 AND TEMPORARY BEER/WINE  LICENSE:  Kathy Hoke-Gonzales is requesting the dates for Plein Air Festival again with a Temporary Beer/Wine License for Friday night from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  Parking attendants will be on duty.  The Plein Air competition will be held in Clark Park on Saturday, using the Historic Town Hall if there should be rain from Noon until 2:00 p.m.  A Temporary Beer/Wine License is requested to sell wine/beer on Saturday night.  Kathy is also requesting the size to be 24 square feet or less to be placed in the lawn in front of the building and out of the road right of way.  Concern was expressed regarding parking restriction on the south side of Highway F.  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Skare to allow two banners for two weeks on their property. Use of the Historic Town Hall from Noon until 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, and a Temporary Beer/Wine License from Friday, July 23 through Saturday, July 24, 2010.  Motion carried unanimously and no use of scenic view area on Fish Creek hill.     

DOOR COUNTY HALF MARATHON:  Digger is requesting banner placement at the Noble House and at the entrance to Peninsula State Park one week prior to the Door County Half Marathon to be held on May 2nd.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to approve the banners as mentioned above.  Motion carried unanimously.  

APPLICATION FOR CLASS “B” AND “CLASS C” LICENSE:  Solomon & Zacek Inc have purchased Julie’s Park Café & Motel and are requesting a Class “B” and “Class C” license.  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve the license.  Motion carried unanimously.  

ORDINANCE TO ADOPT AMENDED GIBRALTAR COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:  Linda Merline explained the procedure and the changes made in the 5-year review to the Town of Gibraltar Comprehensive Plan.  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Skare to adopt Ordinance No. 2010-01.  Motion carried unanimously.

RESOLUTION TO CHANGE BY-LAWS OF DOOR COUNTY TOURISM ZONE REGARDING DATE OF ANNUAL REPORT:  Dick Skare explained that each municipality in the Tourism Zone must pass this Resolution so the annual meeting can be changed.  It was moved by Mr. Runquist and seconded by Mr. Merkel to approve Resolution #5-012110 to change the date of the annual meeting of the Door County Tourism Zone By-laws.  Motion carried unanimously.  
DECLARATION OF NATIONAL TOURISM WEEK:  Karl Stubenvoll represented the Tourism Bureau in this request for National Tourism Week.   It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Merkel to approve the Resolution for the Declaration of National Tourism Week.  Motion carried unanimously.  
APPROVE ACTION TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION:  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve the action taken in closed session regarding employee evaluations and to award the raises that were budgeted for them in the last budget.  Motion carried unanimously.  

APPROVE AD FOR TWO TERMS ON PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE:  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to approve the ad for the application for terms on the Parks and Lands Committee as Jayson Merkel and Renny Lea’s terms are expiring.  Motion carried unanimously.  
AIRPORT HANGAR LEASE TRANSFERS:  It was moved by Mr. Somerhalder and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve the purchase of a hangar from Dave Burke to Ron Boyd and another hangar purchase from Bill Miles to Dave Burke.  Motion carried unanimously.  
AV FUEL AGREEMENT:  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Sohns to approve the rider to the aviation fuel supply agreement.  Motion carried unanimously.  This is a three-year agreement.
BIKE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION APPOINTMENT:  Mr. Runquist explained the Gibraltar Bike Committee was established with Brian Merkel as chairperson.  The bike committee drafted a bike plan that was adopted by the Gibraltar Town Board.  Mr. Runquist would like this board to appoint Mr. Merkel to head a three person committee.  The bike committee is to make recommendations to this board regarding funding and a budget established this fall.  It was moved by Skare and seconded by Somerhalder to make Brian as chair of the committee with Brian to make recommendation for the other two members.  Motion carried with four in favor and Merkel abstaining.  
PAYMENT OF BILLS:  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to pay the bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  

ADJOURN:  It was moved by Mr. Sohns and seconded by Mr. Somerhalder to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 9:13 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kellner, Clerk







