  TOWN OF GIBRALTAR



REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2010

GIBRALTAR TOWN CENTER

4097 MAIN STREET

FISH CREEK WI 54212

7:00 P.M.
CALL TO ORDER:  Merrell Runquist, chairman, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Board members present were Merrell Runquist, Dick Skare, Brian Merkel, and Brian Hackbarth.  Steve Sohns was excused absent.  Mr. Runquist stated that Mr. Sohns submitted a letter regarding items on the agenda and asked that his comments be read into the record.   
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  It was moved by Mr. Hackbarth and seconded by Mr. Merkel to approve the minutes of the August 4, 2010 meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.   

REPORTS:
PARKS AND LANDS COMMITTEE:   Brian Hackbarth reported the committee did not meet this month due to a lack of quorum.  The $6,500 for the playground equipment was received through two donors:  Mr. Dan Doerr and Mr. Britt Unkefer.  The playground equipment has been ordered.  
ORDINANCES:  Sharon Kellner had nothing to report for ordinances.  Brian Merkel questioned the use of sandwich boards for advertising by Peninsula Art School.  Mr. Runquist stated that they will be coming before the town board next year and that there is an “occasional use rule”.  If a sandwich board is out less than ten days it’s permitted.   Mr. Runquist stated that this has been relayed to the Fish Creek Civic Association with the hopes that the Civic Association will do self policing regarding this issue.  
FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Jon Stahl reported 7 calls for August bringing the total for the year to 73.  Jon read a letter of appreciation from the Chambers Island Association for the newer fire truck for the island.  Mr. Runquist reported the Gibraltar Fire Department responded to a fire at the Viking Restaurant in Ellison Bay today.         
FIRST RESPONDERS:  Jayson Merkel reported 19 calls for August.  Two responders have taken their CPR refresher course.  It’s been an average year comparing it to last year. 
AIRPORT COMMISSION:  Mr. Somerhalder reported the airport commission meeting planned for paving the area in front of the office building.  Proposals are being received regarding this paving and the “Friends of the Ephraim-Gibraltar Airport” are having a meeting about paying for half of this cost.  No information has been received regarding the proposed tower within the airports height restriction area.  The Airport Commission is concerned about the proposed walking path at the airport and is sending it back to the Parks and Land Committee.  The Recreational Field requires a security fence along the walking path (height of according to the Bureau of Aeronautics.  A security fence could be possible next year.  The height for the fence will be according to the Bureau of Aeronautics specification.  Beth and Myrv plan to attend a seminar put on by the Bureau of Aeronautics in September. 
NOBLE HOUSE:  There was no report at this time.
HARBOR COMMISSION:  Dave Harris reported the dock sales are up this year.  Several college students who worked for the dock this summer have left for school.  Pricing of sales has been very good this year.  The recycling bins at the dock have been well used this summer.  The  QuoVadis issue will be on the next Harbor Commission meeting.  Dave Harris mentioned recycling is being done at the dock.  Dave reported that he has been working on the QuoVadis tours issue.  
WATERSHED:  Jim Jauquet reported a full set of water testing was done with normal results.  The creek is not running at this time.    
ROOM TAX:  Mr. Skare reported that through June of this year, the total county revenue for lodging was  increased approximately 5%.  There is approximately $112,000 in room tax this year through June for the Town of Gibraltar through June.  This is up from last year.  The room tax commission is considering turning over the delinquent accounts to a collection firm.  
LAW ENFORCEMENT:  Brian Merkel had nothing to report at this time.  
PLAN COMMISSION:  Linda Merline reported that no meeting was held due to a lack of a quorum.  
CHAIR REPORT:  Jon Stahl volunteered to transport the Town Board members to Chambers Island for   review of the roads, etc on Wednesday, September 15th leaving the dock at 4:00 p.m.  
AGENDA ITEMS:
TOWN OF GIBRALTAR ADOPT DOOR COUNTY COASTAL BYWAY COUNCIL CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS:  The Door County Coastal Byway Council is requesting that each municipality review and enter into an intergovernmental agreement accepting the Door County Coastal Byway Council Constitution and By-Laws.  Discussion was held about the possible financial requirements.  Mr. Runquist read Mr. Sohn’s concern.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Hackbarth to adopt the Door County Coastal Byway Council Constitution and By-Laws.  Motion carried unanimously.  
CONTRIBUTION TO DOOR COUNTY COASTAL BYWAY COUNCIL FOR INTERIM EXPENSES:  The Door County Coastal Byway Council is requesting a contribution of $100 for each of the eight municipalities who are presently members.  It was moved by Mr. Hackbarth and seconded by Mr. Merkel to contribute $100 to the Door County Coast Byway Council for interim expenses.  
ADVERTISE FOR TERM APPOINTMENT TO THE EPHRAIM-GIBRALTAR AIRPORT COMMISSION:  It was moved by Mr. Hackbarth and seconded by Mr. Skare to advertise for Don Friex’s term that is expiring on the Ephraim-Gibraltar Airport Commission.  Motion carried unanimously.  
RULES FOR SPECIAL EVENT REQUESTS INVOLVING SALE OF OPEN INTOXICANTS:  The board members reviewed the present regulations regarding open intoxicants in the Town of Gibraltar.  In Gibraltar’s Ordinance 2009-06 subsection 2.6 it states there is no drinking on public property without a permit.  Also no drinking on public streets.  Open intoxicants must be consumed on the premises where it was purchased and served. It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Skare to take this issue off the table.  Motion carried unanimously.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Merkel to require signage at any event that beer and wine is served on any public property in the Town of Gibraltar.  Motion carried unanimously.   Wording to be:  No Alcoholic Beverages Beyond This Point.    
ACCEPT LETTER OF RETIREMENT OF CLERK-TREASURER-ADMINISTRATOR:  The letter of retirement was read by Mr. Runquist.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Merkel to accept Sharon Kellner’s letter of resignation/retirement.  Motion carried unanimously.
APPOINTMENT OF CLERK-TREASURER-ADMINISTRATOR:  Mr. Runquist announced that by unanimous decision of the Gibraltar Town Board, Beth Hagen is to be appointed Clerk-Treasurer-Administrator upon Mrs. Kellner’s retirement on March 4, 2011.  It was moved by Mr. Runquist and seconded by Mr. Hackbarth to nominate Beth Hagen as Clerk-Treasurer-Administrator as of March 4, 2011.  Motion carried unanimously.    
REMOVAL OF PORTION OF GUARD RAIL ON ISLAND VIEW ROAD:  Mr. and Mrs. Reichart are requesting that part of the guard rail on Island View Road be removed for driveway access to their property.  When Island View Road was resurfaced the road was changed slightly and a guard rail was installed along the front of their property.  They have installed the driveway at the lower area and the guard rail is across this proposed driveway.  The neighbors are not interested in giving them an easement for their driveway.  They need an opening of 31.4 feet for their driveway through the guard rail.  Mr. Runquist read Mr. Sohn’s concern regarding would the town have issued the driveway permit without the guard ever being installed.  Mr. Skare expressed concern that the town should not be land-locking property.  Mrs. Reichart asked that the town board approve the removal of the guard rail and the Reicharts will contact the town with plenty of notice for the removal when needed.  The Reicharts will check into moving their driveway to remove the minimum amount of guard rail but not have their fill on their neighbor’s property.  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Merkel to have the Reichart’s try to move their driveway as close to the edge of their lot line and the Town of Gibraltar would remove up to 35’ of the guard rail.  Motion carried unanimously.  
SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST – INSIDE/OUTSIDE SALE – FISH CREEK CIVIC ASSOCIATION ON SEPTEMBER 24 – 26 WITH BANNNERS:  The Fish Creek Civic Association is again requesting permission to hold their Inside/Outside Sale from September 24 to September 26 with outside sales and permission to suspend two banners one week prior to the event (One at the Noble House and one at Peninsula Park entrance) and have the trolley going through the village area from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m..  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Skare to approve the Special Event Request with permission for the banners and trolley as requested.  Motion carried unanimously.  
DOOR COUNTY SOIL AND WATER – AMANDA SURFUS – GREAT LAKES RESTORATION INIATIVE GRANTS:  Amanda Surfus, representing Door County Soil and Water, stated that Door County has received initial notification that it will be awarded $250,000 through the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative to assist municipalities in implementing their beach Best Management Practices.  The Town of Gibraltar is eligible to participate in this project and receive cost-share funding for the Fish Creek Public Beach. Door County Soil and Water is requesting municipalities to submit a letter of interest no later than October 29, 2010.  A final commitment from the municipalities will be needed by the end of the year after receiving an explanation of what amount of grant funding they would be eligible for.  Discussion was held regarding using this grant to possibly eliminate the outfall at the Fish Creek Public Beach.  If the Town of Gibraltar would need a revised engineer plan it would be at the expense of the Town of Gibraltar as the grant program does not cover this.  Mr. Merkel stated the DOT is working with the Town of Gibraltar with the Highway 42 resurfacing for 2013.  It was felt that the Town may need more time to obtain the information needed by working with the DOT.  The Town of Gibraltar is not interested in Miller Engineers’ beach plan.  Mr. Schuster of Door County Soil and Water stated that he would be very interested in talking with the Town of Gibraltar regarding working on re-routing the storm sewer pipe at the public beach.  Mr. Sohns’s statement was read supporting this issue.  This issue will be placed on the October agenda for follow through.  
PAYMENT OF BILLS:  It was moved by Mr. Skare and seconded by Mr. Merkel to pay the bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  

ADJOURN:  It was moved by Mr. Merkel and seconded by Mr. Hackbarth to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kellner, Clerk







