TOWN OF GIBRALTAR
PARKS & LANDS COMMITTEE MEETING

4097 MAIN STREET FISH CREEK WI 54212

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2011

8:00 A.M.

Call to Order:  Brian Hackbarth called the Parks and Lands Committee meeting to order at 8:04 a.m.

Present were:  Brian Hackbarth, Laurie Buske, and Renny Lea.  Mike Ashley and Jayson Merkel were absent.  
Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting:  It was moved by Laurie and seconded by Renny Lea to approve the minutes of the November 16, 2011meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  It was moved by Renny and seconded by Laurie to approve the Minutes of November 30, 2011.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Public Comment:  Barb McKesson, from the Gibraltar Historical Association who does the Historic Walks in Fish Creek, expressed concern that the tourists have no idea they are looking at “Green Bay”, what direction they are facing such as north.  Because of this she would like to see some type of map display at Clark Park and Sunset Beach showing the maps and information of the area.  Barb mentioned that the Smart Phone has the ability to “listen” to a bar code that would explain the type of tree or plant, etc.  
Chair Report:  Brian Hackbarth reported Sailor Sam’s wall has been replaced and the soil needs to be replaced to include some plantings. Eventually the wall will be faced with stone.  
Sub-Committee Reports:

Invasive Species:  Renny reported that she’s been in touch with Marne from the Ridges and is still learning a lot.  Renny received an award for her work on Invasive Species.  Continued work on Invasive Species will be in April, May and June.  MaryAnn Blahnik reported that spraying of invasive species has been started on Chambers Island.  Laurie had nothing to report on gardening and reported that this year is the year of the zinnia and tomato.

Gardening:  Dave Bultman will be available to assist in the gardening with Laurie.  Dave also helps to take care of the Windmill property.  Joel Blahnik mentioned the woods area of the Lighthouse property should probably be logged as they are getting so large they will start to rot.      

Chambers Island Lighthouse Property:  Joel Blahnik expressed joy at being part of the Parks and Lands Committee.  The Lighthouse is 140 years old and Joel has been gathering information to make a type of museum.  The Lighthouse has been host to many socials for the islanders.  Many boating tourists have toured the Lighthouse.  Joel stated that the roof needs to be replaced as it was last replaced approximately 33 years ago.  Brian explained that the Town Board has budgeted $25,000 for roof replacement.  Grants may be available.  The Town Board is looking at having some brushing done along the roads and to deliver gravel to improve the roads on Chambers Island.  Joel Blahnik will draft specs for the work to be done.  This will be brought to the town board.  It was moved by Laurie and seconded by Renny to place an advertisement for roof replacement of the Lighthouse on Chambers Island and recommend to the Town Board that bids be submitted by February 28th.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Civic Association Kiosk Garden:  Brian reported the Fish Creek Civic Association has submitted a Kiosk Garden Plan for 2011 season.  First they plan to remove everything that is there at the present time.  It was felt that many of the proposed plantings were too large for the kiosk area.  It was felt that Nine Bark is too large and Sumac spreads out of control.  Laurie and Dave Bultman will get together regarding some of the plantings.  It was moved by Renny and seconded by Laurie to table this issue to the next meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  
2011 Goals:  Signage of trails in Fish Creek Park was not done in 2010 and should be completed.  The public beach water runoff improvement was not done due to the Highway 42 resurfacing planned in 2013.  The walkway to the Kiosk in Fish Creek Park and the landscaping at the playground equipment needs to be worked on during 2011.  The wall/stairs at the public beach needs to be addressed but Brian would like to take care of this after the Hwy 42 resurfacing.  Barb McKesson suggested having cigarette trash bins at the public beach as she has had many complaints.  Volleyball Court property being a separate park should be taken care of as soon as possible.  Laurie mentioned having a tree walk to evaluate the trees through the year.    
Adjourn:  It was moved by Renny and seconded by Laurie to adjourn.  The motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 9:45 a.m. 
Respectfully Submitted,

Sharon Kellner, Clerk
